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YOUR VISITOR IS 

Name ……………………………………………... 

Address …………………………………………... 

Tel No ……………………………………………. 

  

 

WINTER 
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PARISH DIARY  

DECEMBER 2016 - MARCH 2017 
 

NOVEMBER 

Sunday 27th     6pm     Advent Service   Wanlip 
 

DECEMBER 

Sunday 4th        10am     Christingle All Together  St James 

               6pm     Patronal Festival for St Nicholas Wanlip 

Sunday 18th  6pm     Readings and Carols by Candlelight Wanlip 

Monday 19th  6pm     Informal Carols at Wanlip  Wanlip 

Wed. 21st  7.30pm    Carols for All   St James 

Saturday 24th    4pm      Crib Service    St James 

  11pm     Midnight Communion  St James 

Sunday 25th 9am     Christmas Day Service  Wanlip 

                  10am     Christmas Day Service  St James 

Wed. 31st      11.30pm   Midnight Watch Service  Wanlip 
 

JANUARY 

Sunday 1st         10am     All Together Service   St James 

Sunday 29th   6pm     5th Sunday Service - Candlemas Wanlip 

 

FEBRUARY  

Sunday 5th        10am     All Together Service   St James 
 

MARCH 

Sunday 5th        10am      All Together Service   St James 

Friday 31st         7.30pm   Travel Talk by Sue Ablett  Wanlip 

For further information please see church information sheets and/or  

website www.birstall.org. 

Details of our regular services can be found on page 23 
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THE PARISH OF BIRSTALL  AND WANLIP 

Opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of  

St James, Birstall and Our Lady and St Nicholas, Wanlip 

Clergy:  

               Rector: Rev’d Vince Jupp, 251 Birstall Road    2674517 

 Email: vincejupp@btinternet.com                   Mob: 07840 855030 

               Curate:       Rev’d Anne Crosby, 9 Beaumont Leys Lane,        07946 178087 

 Email:  anne@crosbytextiles.co.uk 

           
Hon Assistant Rev’d Sheila Skidmore, 15 School Lane  2673318 

Priests: Rev’d Kerry Emmett, 1 Chamberlains Field  3194736 
 

Churchwardens:       Mr Tony Bloxam, 17 Sandgate Avenue  2675381 

        Mr Andy Proud , 97A Wanlip Lane        07889 807087 

                     Mr John Ward, 28 Walker Road   2677600 

        Mrs  Debbie Shephard,  41 Roman Road  2672630 
 

Licensed        Mr Peter Chester, 12 Oakfield Avenue  2120236 
Readers:       Mrs Lesley Walton, 16 The Crossways  2674995 

        Mrs Tricia Emmett , 1 Chamberlains Field  3194736 
 

Pastoral        Mrs Doreen Wilson, 13 Poplar Avenue  2674680 

Assistants:       Miss Sandra Robinson, 7 Lambourne Road  2677238 

              Mrs Gill Pope, 26 Blenheim Road   2675086 
 

Church Office       Mrs Sally Dewsbury, Church Office, Church Hill 2671797 

Secretary:       Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 
 

PCC Secretary:       Mrs Sally Dewsbury, Church Office, Church Hill 2671797 

        Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 

     

Treasurer:       Mrs Nicki Wills, Church Office, Church Hill  2671797 

        Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 

 

Captain of bells:        Mr Clive Mobbs, 30 Wanlip Avenue  2677156 

        Practice night—Thursday at 7.30pm 

 

Wanlip Church         Mr John Ward, 28 Walker Road   2677600 

Hall Bookings: 
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REGULAR EVENTS  

AND GROUPS 
 

 

 

Weekly  
Monday       1.15pm   Tiny Tots  (Village Hall) 

(Term Time)     Contact Marion Tegg  0116 2673817 

 

Thursday    7.30-9.00pm   Bell ringing practice (St James) 
      Contact Clive Mobbs  0116 2677156 
 

Saturday    10-12 noon     St James Church open 

      Tea and coffee available 

In the month 

 
2nd Monday    7.30pm   Monday Group (Day Centre) 
      Contact Jane Scott  0116 2673761 

 

4th Monday    10.15am   Mothers’ Union  (St James) 
      Contact Helen Tarry 0116 2677493 

       or Betty Howard 0116 2207405 
 

2nd Tuesday    10.30am   Contemplative Prayer  (76 Sibson Rd) 
       Contact Noreen Talbot  0116 2672756 
 

3rd Tuesday     10-12 noon   Old Nick’s Coffee Shop 
      At Wanlip Church and Community Centre,  

 

1st & 3rd Friday    7.30pm   Gospel Choir  (St James) 
      Contact Sharon March 0116 2103591 
 

1st Sunday      7.45pm   Men’s Group  (Royal British Legion) 

Bi-monthly     Contact Bert Tegg  0116 2673817 

  

Monday  Morning    St James Wanderers (approx. 4 miles) 

Monthly     Contact Lesley Walton  0116 2674995 

 

Bi-monthly     St James Striders (approx. 8 miles) 
      Contact Gill Pope  0116 2675086 
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Welcome to the December edition of Link. Our theme was 

Winter, but as you will see we have had contributions on other 

seasons as well.  Thank you to all those who have contributed and to 

those whose contributions we have not had space for this time.  The 
next edition should be available before Easter 
 

THE FUTURE OF LINK 
 

I have been publishing editor of Link for the past five years  and now feel it is 

time to relinquish that role.  Therefore the Church is looking for somebody 

to take on the task.  It can be challenging but also rewarding when the 

magazine is finally printed.  Are you that somebody?  It could even be a 

couple of people working together.  No experience is needed, other than the 

ability to find one’s way round a computer. Training can be given!  If you are 

interested, please contact either me or Vince for more information about 

what the role involves.  
 

If no one comes forward, Link will cease to exist.  There are questions to be 

asked.  Has it actually had its day? Does it fulfil its purpose of giving church 

members an opportunity to visit those on the fringes or is it just stuck 

through a letter-box?  Is it, in its present format, appreciated by those who 

receive it? Is there an alternative, such as a newsletter just letting people 

know what has gone on in the Church and about future events? 
  

Are you looking for a new challenge, a new role in the Church.  If so 

please get in touch?   Gill Pope 

CHRISTMAS STARTS WITH  

CHRISTINGLE 
AT ST JAMES CHURCH,  

BIRSTALL 

SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER 

10AM 
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Winter. 

 
As I write this (October 7th) with Rosie the pup 

sitting on my knee and with the patio door open 

for her to come and go as she pleases, I can feel 

that the days for leaving doors open are fast 

running out.  The air is now distinctly Autumnal 

and I’ve started to wear my scarf and beanie hat on our shared walks, 

both of us attached to opposite ends of a pink lead.  Like one of 

G.C.R.’s Birstall to Loughborough steamers we are heading towards 

Winter and there’s no turning back.   

 

I was born in December so you might think I like the cold, but then 

you would be wrong.  I’m no Scott of the Antarctic, I’m not looking 
forward to the Winter weather at all.  However, I am looking forward 

to the churches Winter season with its popular round of Christmas 

events, services and most importantly the arrival of the Christ child.   

 

The Christmas story still captures the attention of young and old alike.  

The Nativity has much to offer us; not least the message of the self-

giving love of God who sent his Son to walk alongside us and to 

experience our humanity, but also the teaching of how to live fully in 

the present.  He wants us to be well, happy, peace-filled and to glorify 

Him for it.  

 

Christmas is about the church gathering as one family around the crib, 

the manger’s crossed legs alluding to the reason for his coming.  It is 

also about dispersed families gathering to catch up, share and give 

thanks.  It is also about gathering our thoughts and feelings, our 

prayers for the less fortunate and our commitment to serve through 

our generosity.  Christmas is a time to remember the love of God for 

you and how you might express this love to others; a time of peace 

and goodwill to all and a hope that this continues all year around.  In 

the churches we shall celebrate by sharing, with singing and through 

service to the community; bringing God’s Word, prayer and love to all 

we meet. 
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FROM THE REGISTER 

July - October 2016 
 

Baptisms 

 

21st August Archie Canavan           St James 
21st August Ava Parkins           St James 
21st August Chloe Parkins           St James 
18th September Millicent Phillips            St James 
2nd October Kyle Porter-Johansen          St James 
 

 

Marriages 

 

2nd July  James Weedon & Kimberley Alderson      St James 
23rd July  Thomas Fletcher & Charlotte Faver         St James 
6th August Stephen Heggs & Jenna Percival         Our Lady & St Nicholas 
27th August Nicholas Varnam & Kirsty Greenwood     St James 
 

 

Funerals 

 

13th July  Colin Barsby           Loughborough Crematorium 
19th July      Derek Warrington           Our Lady & St Nicholas 
26th July  Philomena Tasker           St James 
27th July  Anthony Horsley           St James 
3rd August Carol Heap           St James 
8th August Derek Hemsley           Loughborough Crematorium 
2nd September Joan Medhurst           Our Lady & St Nicholas 
12th September Ian Harrison           Loughborough Crematorium 
27th September Rod Green           St James 
14th October Doreen Howard           St James 
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Then when Christmastide is well on its way we’ll arrive at Epiphany, 

greet the 3 Kings and listen for God to reveal his mission for 2017 on 

the road to Lent, Holy Week and Easter and the coming of Spring, 

when scarves and beanies will go away and bright colours make their 

appearance once more. 

 

I might not be fond of the wintery weather, but I’m very fond of the 

Wintery wonders we have in Christ.  We all have a chance to meet 

him afresh this Winter through the many services and events planned, 

through the numerous other gatherings and in the potential for many 

conversations.    

 

Come and meet him this winter and let his love for you warm your 

hearts.   

 
With every blessing.  Vince 

 

Link Magazine Editor 

 

After 5 years of editing and creating our Link magazine Gill Pope is 

retiring!  Gill has been a hardworking editor, pursuing articles and 

offerings for the magazine, collating and publishing.   
 

The Link has been “ a Link to the Church” for those no longer in 

church and Gill has sustained that feeling of connection through 

her work. 
 

It is with deep gratitude that we wish her well as she retires from 

the role and spends her time on other interests.  Thank you Gill. 

 

Gill’s retirement leaves a void and potentially the end of Link unless 

we find a replacement.  Interested? Then speak to me or Gill to 

learn what the role entails  

 



6 

 

Winter 

Darkling nights settle overall, 

Winds wildly veer, all changing 

Skies carry falling gloom or hail. 

Long nights eroding days, ranging 

Through hearts, minds and every soul. 

Pallid the smiles and eyes of folk; 

Ruts deepen mud of path and field; 

Heavy and halting weighs their yoke. 

Glimmers faint, rip through the clouds, 

Single rays piercing through the skies; 

Creation sings its eternal song, 

Man missing its notes in human sighs. 

And now, into our winter misery 

God’s Word is born, glorious in mystery. 

LAH 
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REGULAR SERVICES 

St James the Great, Birstall 

Sunday  

8am Holy Communion (said) 

10am All Together Service (1st Sunday) 

10am Parish Communion (other Sundays) 

10am Sunday School  

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

9am Morning Prayer 

 

Thursday 

9.30am Holy Communion  

 

Our Lady & St  Nicholas. Wanlip 

Sunday 

6pm     Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 

6pm  Book of Common Prayer Evensong  (2nd,3rd,4th) 
6pm     Alternative service (5th Sunday) 

 

St James Church is open every Saturday morning 

from 10am – 12 noon.  Please take the opportunity 

to come in and look round at its very varied 

features and history,  sit quietly in the church, 

enjoy a cup of coffee or tea. 

http://www.watton.org/clipart/church/church103.gif
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MONDAY GROUP CHRISTMAS EVENT 
 

Coffee Morning in St James’ social area on  

Saturday 10th December  

10am—12 noon 
There will be a Christmas themed bring and buy stall, surprise 

Christmas presents, a raffle and refreshments. 

 

Please come and support our charity for this year 

Medical Detection Dogs 

 

Singing for Fun Concert 

St James the Great, Birstall 

Saturday 10th December at 7.00pm 
 

Singing for Fun invites you to Raise the Roof  with 

them in another family-friendly hour of seasonal fun at 

St James the Great on Saturday 10 December at 

7.00pm.  There will be the usual happy mix of much-

loved songs with plenty of carols and seasonal songs 

AND we love you to join in!  FREE entry with a 

retiring bucket collection for the Air Ambulance funds. 
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WINTER  IN AUSTRALIA       

                                                                        

A number of years ago, I spent Christmas with friends in Australia.  Flying out 

from Heathrow in the bitter cold of a UK winter and arriving to a hot 

summer day in Sydney on the other side of the world. 

 

Children have their summer holidays from mid December to early February, 

and therefore people might be camping at Christmas. 

 

Because it's so hot at Christmas time (our winter) in Australia, there are quite 

often massive bush fires across the country.  Very hard to imagine when we 

are snuggled up in the UK with our blankets and hot water bottles, and our 

central heating on full blast. 

 

In the shopping mall, seeing Santa in such a hot climate seems unusual, his red 

suit and fur collar complete with fur trimmed hat and black boots must be 

unbearable when the temperatures are into their 40’s.  Santa uses kangaroos 

or six “white boomers”, and lets his reindeer have a rest. 

 

Australians hang wreaths on their front doors and sometimes go out 

Christmas carol singing on Christmas Eve. People also decorate their houses 

and gardens with Christmas trees, fake snow, and Christmas lights, but it 

doesn’t become dark until very late, so they twinkle in the sunlight.  Popular 

decorations include wooden ornaments decorated with wildlife such as 

koalas, king parrots, or Australian landmarks, as are figures of Santa decorated 

in beach clothing.   

 

Spending Christmas Day on Bondi Beach will always be a treasured memory, 

followed by Christmas Dinner at night when it cooled down a little. 

 

I understand that the main Christmas meal is normally eaten at lunch time. 

Often people now have a cold Christmas dinner, or a barbecue with seafood 

such as prawns and lobsters along with the traditional “British” food. 

 

Boxing Day, the famous yacht race from Sydney to Hobart in Tasmania, a 

magical sight to behold when hundreds of yachts, large and small, 

accompanied by smaller boats too numerous to count leave Sydney Harbour 

watched by spectators standing, sitting, clapping waving and cheering from 

every rock, bay and beach.  A spectacle I will never forget. 

 

Lynn Van Ristell 
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Grey lands in Winter 
 

I let the pulse in my throat distract my thoughts long enough to stop 

hammering up the path, draw a deep breath and turn. I feel the beads 
suddenly cooling on my balding cropped head even for my favourite 

peaked cap streaked with the salt marks of previous effort. The path 

exposes its rocky irregularity worn by so many sweaty and speedy 

Adidas’, Reebox and Nike’s and the higher laced boots of the wanderer 

or more determined hiker.    
 

I stand, gloved hands on the waistband of my fleecy Mountain Gear 

trousers and let my eyes drink in the beauty of the view before me.  The 

glitter ball effect of the sun on the surface of the reservoir which sits as a 

vodka martini without the lime accoutrements snugly in the V shape of 

the sloping hills.  I can hear puffing and blowing coming up behind me, 

trying to have a conversation, but making no sense as they scoop in the 

cool morning air between each couple of words, their Lycra-clad forms 

decreasing with each enthusiastic stride down the hill.  I watch for a few 

strides, ‘Rather them than me’. 
 

The bracken is brown and decaying exposing the ground and its myriad 

lifeforms; but not the Adder that I know is there but I never seen.  It’ll be 

a while before we’ll see the shoots re-appear, reach for the sun and 

blanket the floor.    
 

I turn back to my task leaving the fluorescent pair of puff and blow 

diminishing behind me; circuit one of two I plan for this morning’s 

exercise. Nine miles in all with a tea and a scone my reward for the first 

four and a half.    
 

The upturned mead pot of the first Grey land’s brewer comes into view 

with it Spiky tree growing out of the roof; a 21st century appeasement to 

the demanding mobile phone users, which is ironic given I can only get a 

signal at the highest points in the park.  I’m reaching one now as I make 

the last climb of circuit one, check my emails and dodge the puddles 

formed by so many feet.  I hop high and low to keep my North Face’s as 

clean as possible; well at least this side of my tea stop.  I’m no longer a 

jumper and splasher at 51, although I have been longer than most.   Not 
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CHRISTMAS SAFETY NOTICE 
 
1. All members of the congregation planning to dash through the snow in a one 

horse open sleigh, going over the fields and laughing all the way are advised 

that a Risk Assessment will be required addressing the safety of an open sleigh 

for members of the public. This assessment must also consider whether it is 

appropriate to use only one horse for such a venture, particularly where there 

are multiple passengers. Please note that permission must also be obtained in 

writing from landowners before their fields may be entered. 

  

2. To avoid offending those not participating in celebrations, we would request 

that laughter is moderate only and not loud enough to be considered a noise 

nuisance. 

  

3. Benches, stools and orthopaedic chairs are now available for collection by 

any shepherds planning or required to watch their flocks at night. While 

provision has also been made for remote monitoring of flocks by CCTV 

cameras from a centrally heated shepherd observation hut, all users of this 

facility are reminded that an emergency response plan must be submitted to 

account for known risks to the flocks. 

  

4. The angel of the Lord is additionally reminded that, prior to shining his/her 

glory all around, s/he must confirm that all shepherds are wearing appropriate 

Personal Protective Equipment to account for the harmful effects of UVA, UVB 

and the overwhelming effects of Glory. 

  

5. While it is acknowledged that gift bearing is a common practice in various 

parts of the world, particularly the Orient, everyone is reminded that the 

bearing of gifts is subject to Hospitality Guidelines and all gifts must be 

registered. This applies regardless of the individual, even royal personages. It is 

particularly noted that direct gifts of currency or gold are specifically 

precluded, while caution is advised regarding other common gifts such as 

aromatic resins that may evoke allergic reactions. 

  

6. Finally, in the recent instance of the infant found tucked up in a manger 

without any crib for a bed, Social Services have been advised and will be 

arriving shortly! 

  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
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SUPPORT FOR AIR AMBULANCE 

 

At the end of October, a group representing St James & Our Lady & St 

Nicolas, were invited to the Derby, Leicester and Rutland Air Ambulance 

(DRLAA) base at East Midlands Airport, to present a cheque for £1171.00, 

being half the proceeds of the St James’ Summer Fayre.  A second cheque for 

£150.00 donated by St James’ Gospel Choir was also presented. 
 

The air crew had had a busy morning, but there was a quiet period when we 

arrived in the afternoon, and we met the duty crew; wonderful people, totally 

dedicated to their work.  They were very appreciative of our support, and 

eager to answer our questions. 
 

Standing on the landing pad was their main helicopter, bright yellow in the 

afternoon sun, capable of 185mph, and with a large fuel capacity, its range and 

duration of operation is considerably greater than many of the aircraft used 

for this work.  The crew consists of a pilot, a doctor and a paramedic, the 

doctor and paramedic being independent of the NHS.  The helicopter is 

equipped with a comprehensive range of medical equipment enabling the 

medics to carry out quite complicated surgical procedures when required.  As 

we were saying our farewells a telephone rang and the crew sprang into 

action, started the engine, and we saw them take off, heading for the 

Ashbourne area. 
 

The average cost of a response is £1700.00 and the annual running cost of the 

DRLAA operation is £1.7 million, this is totally dependent on generous giving 

since they receive no government support.  It was a very interesting visit, 

made all the more significant by handing over the cheques at the business end, 

the point where it all happens.  Long may they continue to receive generous 

donations to carry on their life supporting, and life giving service.  

Tony Bloxam. 
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far beyond the washed and draining pint pot there is a phallic memorial 

to the lost potential of thousands of our young men’s seed.    
 

I make way for the bearded collie and his bearded master as the tweedy 

one throws a blue rubber ball in my general direction and the dog 
scampers after it, his tongue hanging out of the side of his face as he 

races by me oblivious to my presence or that of puff and blow who must 

have changed direction at the bottom and are now chasing me back up 

the hill; their breathing visible for all to see.   I wonder whether ‘Shep’ – 

having named him -  should be on a lead, but then most people seem to 

ignore the bylaws these days.  Puff and blow, puff and blow by me again 

and Tweedy passes by on the other side and I feel like Billy-no-mates as 

those around me are moving away all at once, me the pebble lobbed in 

the pond and they the ripples.   
 

Large stones lay along my right side, now detritus formed from 

expanding trees, but once cleverly stacked by skilful hands, moss formed 

on one side only.  I breathe easier and rub my cold nose as I start 

downhill to the car park, each step clattering my complaining knees and 

burning quads; the wind chilling my eyes and making them swim in 

soothing tears.   My scone awaits as does my second trip around the 

perimeter and I can almost taste both the jam and the aching to come. 
 

I pass by my car, cold and still by the pay machine; a position reserved 

for the early bird walker and I make for Jade’s and a pot of hot!  

 

Where am I? 

 

Anon. 
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Are you ready? 
 

Advent is a time for preparation, getting ready, getting ready for 

Christmas.  We are all doing that:  presents to buy for loved ones, just as God 

gave the world the gift of Jesus as a vulnerable baby;  food to plan, buy and 

prepare, just as Jesus laid down plans for our following his Way;  invitations to 

be sent out, decorations to be made, bought and arranged just as shepherds, 

the lowest rung of society, and wealthy travellers were drawn by a star, and 

angels sang to visit the new King. 
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St Nicholas Day 

We shall be celebrating our Patronal Festival at our service of Holy 

Communion on the 4th December at 6.00pm. 

 

 

Old Nicks Coffee Shop 
 

The Coffee Shop is held in the Hall on the third Tuesday of every month 

10.00am to 12.30pm.  It is still going from strength to strength  - much tea, 

cakes and laughter being served and of course putting the world to rights,  

We also continue with the Taize style service at 11.00 for those who want a 

little peace and quiet.  Everyone is most welcome 

Special Services at Our Lady & St Nicholas for Advent and 

Christmas 

Sunday 27th November at 6.00pm  -    Advent Carol Service 

Sunday 18th December at 6.00pm -    Carol Service followed by  

        mulled wine and nibbles in the Hall 

Monday 19th December at 6.00pm -    Informal Carol Service followed by  

        mulled wine and nibbles in the Hall 

Christmas Day at 9.00am  -    Holy Communion 

Thursday 31st December at 11.30pm -    Watchnight Service 

           followed by wine and nibbles 

Working Party 

The working party continues to meet on the 3rd Saturday of the month 

10am-12 noon in the Hall. We chat and keep the inside and outside in good 

order. We are always looking for more  people to join us.  You would  be 

most welcome. We even manage a cup of tea.  
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WANLIP NEWS 

Ride & Stride 

Ride & Stride was a very successful day despite lots of rain. Very wet, yet 

happy visitors were glad of sustenance and a bit of shelter on their journeys. 

All monies raised go to the church of choice and the Churches’ Heritage 

Trust.  Look out next year for future event. 
 

Glenfield Ladies Co-operative Choir Concert 

On a wet and wild night a musical concert given by the Glenfield Ladies Co-

operative Choir was enjoyed. Monies raised from this was split between the 

church and the choir.  We are looking forward to future events. 
 

Church and Community Centre 

The hall has seen a lot of activity this year. It has been hired out for parties 

and various classes.  Everyone is invited to book the hall for a function. At the 

time of going to press the hire fee is £10 per hour. If you are interested 

please phone John on 0116 2677600. 

 

Future Events 

Advent  

During Advent a series of 3 evenings are being put on to reflect on what God 

is doing locally.  These will be held from 7.30 to 9pm on Wednesdays 30th 

November, 7th & 14th December in Wanlip Hall. They will be followed by a 

service of compline at 9.15pm in the church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas Fayre  

 

The annual St Nicholas Christmas Fayre will take 

place on Saturday 3rd December in the Hall at  
Wanlip 11.30 am – 2.00pm.  

As well as the usual stalls and raffle, hot soup will  

be available over lunch time 

 

 

Past Events 
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But remembering a “once upon a time”, long ago birth of a baby, who was 

both human and God, is an icon, a symbol, a sacrament for another and future 

coming when Jesus reigns and all mankind (men, women and children) will be 

resurrected, reborn as spiritual bodies.  So all our mundane preparations need 

to be mirrored by our own Advent preparation for God’s future coming. 
 

Advent used often to be called “Little Lent”: four weeks starting afresh, trying 

to be better people, giving up luxuries, doing new good deeds, being more 

compassionate and charitable, helping those in any need.  As we move through 

four weeks, each marked by a new candle on the Advent Wreath (3 purple for 

repentance, 1 pink for refreshment) we examine our lives and behaviour. 
 

 we amend what we regret 

 we humbly choose to do kind things 

 we go deeper into prayer listening to what God puts into our minds/

 hearts. 
 

On Christmas Eve we place a central white or red candle in the Advent 

Wreath.  Then we are full of praise and joy as our friends and family join us, 

carols and church bells call us to Midnight Mass or Christmas Day morning 

services.  We remember the First Coming in order to recall God’s coming 

again in our hearts and in heaven. 
 

How will you get ready? 
 

Noreen Talbot 

“Do you believe in life after death” the boss asked the 

office boy.   

When the boy said he did, the boss continued “Well 

that’s fine then. About an hour after you left for your 

grandfather’s funeral he came here looking for you. 

 

Little Angel! 

Little Johnny's new baby brother was screaming up a 

storm.  

Johnny asked his mum, “Where’d he come from?”  

 “He came from heaven, Johnny.”  

Johnny responded: “Wow! I can see why they threw him 

out!” 
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JESUS  IN THE WOMB 

 
I’m in the womb 

Curled up and still attached 

I grow, I feed, I grow. 

Her womb, her tummy stretches ever bigger. 

I start to turn, just a little 

I turn again, unaware that this may cause her pain 

I’m head first now, time is getting near. 

Something pushing just a bit, 

I’m moving down, down, down. 

What a strange sensation this is!!! 

I’m not feeling it’s hurting me, 

Though perhaps it’s hurting Mary. 

I seem to know her name— 

Is that unusual? 

Is it because I AM? 

The pushing sensations are getting stronger and faster, 

Oh this feels strange. 

There’s a narrow passage  

My head’s trying to get through. 

Its a bit of a squeeze 

Here's that push again 

And I can see a chink of  light,  

No it’s more than a chink of light  

It’s actually bright. 

Another push, 

I've a body, arms and legs 

I’m born just like you 

But I AM GOD 

 

 

© Tricia Emmett 27.10.16 
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beliefs, and attitudes that we are being called to LET GO of in the 

coming days.  
 

The autumnal equinox is the day when the sun rests above the equator 

and day and night are divided equally. Autumn's gifts reflect this balance 

between two energies: the invitation to RELINQUISH and to 

HARVEST.  
 

· Autumn is a season of paradox that invites us to consider what 

we are called to RELEASE & SURRENDER - what no longer 

serves us or what gets in the way of being present to the 

holiness of each moment.  

· Autumn also invites us to gather in the HARVEST, to name and 

celebrate the fruit of the seeds of dreams we planted months 

ago. In holding these two in tension, we are reminded that in 

our letting go, we also find abundance.  
 

The radiant amber light of late afternoon spilling through clouds 

illuminates autumn branches strung with glittering jewel tones. Crispin 

Sartwell, in his book ‘Six Names of Beauty’ describes ‘wabi-sabi’, a 

concept from Japanese culture to describe “the beauty of the withered, 

weathered, tarnished, scarred, intimate, coarse, earthly, evanescent, 

tentative, ephemeral.”  
 

· Autumn calls us to REMEMBER our own fragility and CHERISH 

this beauty. 

 

Christine Valters Paintner, Ph.D., is a Benedictine Oblate and the online Abbess of 

Abbey of the Arts, a virtual monastery without walls offering online classes in 

contemplative practice and creative expression and pilgrimages to Ireland, Germany, 

and Austria. She is the author of eight books on monasticism and creativity. Christine 

lives as a monk in the world in Galway, Ireland with her husband of twenty years. 

(accessed at http://www.patheos.com/Resources/Additional-Resources/Invitations-of-

Autumn on 01/10/16) 

Suggested accompanying video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3X4KgxGdfU&list=PLJ4IGdjAYA1h_rbcrCTAx8

gP-3jOIGdwZ&index=5 

Submitted by Josephine Burgess/Stephen March 
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The Invitations of Autumn: Spiritual Practices for the Season 

(abridged) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Christine Valters Paintner, September 16, 2010 

 

Autumn is a season of TRANSITION, reminding us that our lives are 

constantly in flux. Autumn brings us to a deeper awareness that we live 
in a continual cycle of DYING & RISING.  
 

In the Christian tradition, we are called to CONVERSION.  

· Essentially it means being open to the SURPRISE of God 

throughout your life and therefore open to CHANGE.  

· It means believing that God is far BIGGER than anything you can 

ever imagine, and so there will always be more dimensions of the 

sacred to DISCOVER.  
 

The autumn leaves changing colours are actually reverting to their 
original hue as chlorophyll is gradually blocked. As the trees begin to pull 

energy inward for the coming hibernation of winter, the chlorophyll in 

the leaves decreases and the vibrant shades we witness are the tree's 

TRUE COLOUR.  
 

As autumn begins, we are called to reflect where we are being invited to 

surrender our MASKS and become more truly who we already are. The 

autumnal fall of leaves is a challenge to us to consider the things, habits, 
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CREATION:   

The Seasons 
 

 

A tiny dot of colour, 

Cascading far and wide, 

Kaleidoscopes of magic 

Dance before my eyes. 

 

Oh look, there’s green, 

A leaf perhaps, 

On second thoughts 

A blade of grass. 

 

A violet, shy, retiring, 

A sunflower, big and brash, 

Oh look, a tiny dot of pink, 

And then a small wet splash. 

 

So many colours, 

So many shapes, 

So many everything 

To brighten up our days. 

 
The autumn sky turns dark, 

Oh, no, here comes the rain, 

What’s that I see? 

A flash of bright. 

The sky is clear again. 

 

 

Creation.   © Tricia Emmett. 

                                  7.10.16 

 

 

 
 

 

Falling leaves of every colour, 

The kaleidoscope has turned, 

Golds and russets, 

Reds and greens, 

The prettiest shades I’ve ever seen, 

A carpet for my feet. 

 

The days are short now, 

The colour’s gone, 

The trees are stark and bare, 

And yet there’s beauty on the 

earth, 

So I just stand and stare. 

 

Ah! there it is, 

So small and white: 

The tiny snowdrop 

In my sight, 

A tiny hint of spring. 

 
To follow that 

Great swathes of colour, 

Kaleidoscope has turned again, 

And all the colours start to tumble  

and dance before my eyes again. 
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Christmas 2016 
at Our Lady and St Nicholas, Wanlip 

 

Nov 27th at 6pm  

Advent Service 
A service of light with a difference 
 

Dec 4th at 6pm 

Patronal Festival for St Nicholas 
A special service of Holy Communion celebrating our 

Patron Saint.  
 

Dec 18th at 6pm 

Readings and Carols by candlelight 
A carol service telling the story of Christmastime.  

Refreshments available after the service. 
 

Dec 19th at 6pm 

Informal Carols at Wanlip 
A chance to sing your favourite carols gathered in a 

festively lit and decorated Church. 

Refreshments available after the service. 
 
 

Dec 25th at 9am 

Christmas Day service 
A service of Holy Communion to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  

 

Dec 31st at 11:30pm 

Midnight Watch Service 
Usher in the New Year with your friends at Wanlip. 
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Christmas 2016 
at St James the Great, Birstall 

 

Dec 4th at 10am 

Christingle All Together Service 
A favourite for all ages.  Come and celebrate the coming 

of Jesus with sweet laden oranges and candlelit fun.  In aid 

of the Children’s Society.    
 

 

Dec 21st at 7:30pm 

Carols for All 
A chance to sing all your favourite carols, hear a few 

Christmas readings/poetry and share in refreshments. 
 

Dec 24th at 4pm 

Crib Service  
One for the child within all of us. Dress up as angels, 
shepherds or kings and take part in the creation of the 

nativity scene. 
 

Dec 24th at 11:00pm 

Midnight Communion 
Celebrate Jesus’ arrival with Holy Communion 

 

 

Dec 25th at 10am 

Christmas Day service 
A short and interactive service of thanksgiving. 

 


