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Here is a bit of information about me and my writing. 

All of my books can be purchased online at the publisher’s website (www.lulu.com) and also at all major 

online retailor sites.  

An epub version is available direct from lulu and all other eBook formats are available through the specific 

vendor sites. 

Brief Biog: 

I am a graduate of Moorland’s College, England (BA Hons. in Applied Theology, 1998) and of Redcliffe 

College, England (MA in Global Issues in Contemporary Mission, 2012).  

Although raised in the Evangelical tradition I have become a profoundly convinced ecumenist. The 

ecumenism that drives me is the concrete, kingdom-advancing, grass-roots ecumenism that leads to and 

grows out of, cross-traditional cooperation in mission. 

From 2000-2015 I worked as a self-funded mission practitioner in France, in a ministry of ecumenical 

cooperation. During that time I worked in rural Roman Catholic parishes promoting evangelism, discipleship 

and life of faith. 

Since February 2015 I have been employed by the Parish of Saint James the Great and Our Lady and Saint 

Nicholas (Birstall & Wanlip) as a Pioneer Community Worker. The vision of my ministry is to establish a 

Fresh Expression of church on a new-build housing estate within the parish. 
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Sample Paragraph: 

In the 21st century, we are seeing a renaissance and a rediscovery of pilgrimage in both traditional and 

modern form(s). For example, for the Camino de Santiago 215,880 pilgrimages were officially recorded in 

2013. Therefore it seems that pilgrimage is making something of a comeback; although, in reality, it never 

really went away. Throughout the past two millennia there have always been Christians who have felt the 

call to make pilgrimage and no doubt they will always continue to do so. It seems to be something that is 

part of the Christian DNA. 

The story of the Jews was constantly a story of ‘moving with God’, in other words, pilgrimage. Jesus himself 

practiced pilgrimage and there are several gospel accounts of him making the trip to Jerusalem. In addition 

to this annual liturgical pilgrimage, we see that Jesus and his disciples also engaged in frequent personal 

pilgrimage. Jesus often draws away alone, or with his inner circle, to the mountains, in order to meet with 

God.  

This spiritual practice also became part of the Christian Church’s spiritual DNA. Indeed the Great 

Commission - the foundation article of the Christian Church - was given at the culmination of a pilgrimage. 

The risen Jesus had told his disciples to make pilgrimage to a mountain in order to meet with Him there.  

Pilgrimage also has a wider aspect, and it can be used to describe the whole of the process of faith and 

discipleship. It is in this wider sense that this book is offered. The book draws from Scripture and an eclectic 

selection of Christian writing in order to help Christians and seekers after God in the pilgrimage of daily life; 

it intends to strengthen, to encourage, to guide. 

Pilgrimage is an act of creative rupture in the everyday routine. We ‘hack out’ a sacred space in the warp 

and weft of our lives; a space into which we can invite the presence of God. These rather aggressive words - 

rupture and hack - are used deliberately, for it will always be a challenge and a fight to make pilgrimage. 

The act of pilgrimage is, in itself, an attack on the status quo, a gauntlet thrown down to our present 

condition. To embrace pilgrimage is to throw down a challenge to life as it is.  
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Sample Paragraph: 

Saint Paul paints a rather shocking word picture of himself and his ministry in 2 Corinthians 11 and 12. 

 

He goes out of his way to present himself in negative ways; 

 

• as a scandal (he was publicly flogged by the authorities),  

• as possibly cursed by God (ha has been shipwrecked three times),  

• as cursed by men (both Jewish and Gentile communities),  

• as a cold and hungry outcast.  

 

He concludes this sorry picture by a deliberate, and somewhat amusing reversal, of a Roman award for 

bravery, the 'Corona Muralis'.  

 

This award, a sort of Roman 'Victoria Cross', was a crown of gold awarded to the first soldier ‘over the wall’ 

in the besieging of a city.  

 

The surviving soldier (and there weren't that many) would go to Rome and give an account under oath of 

his actions. Once his story was corroborated he would be awarded this golden crown, crenelated like a city 

wall. 

 

St. Paul humiliates himself by turning this image upside down.  

 

He swears on oath to the Corinthians that when things got 'hot' in Damascus he was first over the wall - but 

he wasn't entering the city - he was fleeing it! 

 

Thus St. Paul spends nearly two whole chapters deliberately shaming and humiliating himself, recording 

and recounting to the Corinthians his failures, his misfortunes, his weaknesses.  

 

He does this, because for him it is the very basis of his ministry…  
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Sample Paragraph: 

Perhaps the most famous maxim for relationships between Christians from different traditions is; 

In essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty, in all things charity. 

This maxim appears in almost every call for Christians to live at peace and in unity with each other. 

However, it is only recently that I discovered the origin of this famous quotation. 

Although it has been attributed to various Christian authors, it has recently been traced with certainty to 

one 'Peter Meiderlin'. He was a relatively unknown 17th century German divine. 

It all started with a dream, a dream in which he saw a theologian studying the Scriptures. Suddenly the 

Devil appeared to the theologian, claiming to have been sent by God. 

God was setting up a new order of the doctrinally pure, whose mission will be to guard the Church from all 

heresy and error. 

The Devil then invites the theologian to join this select group. 

The theologian stops to think about this offer. He then prays asking God what he should do - at which point 

the Devil immediately vanishes, and Christ appears.  

Christ reassures and comforts the somewhat distressed theologian, and tells him to remain loyal only to the 

Word of God in simplicity and humility. 

This dream spoke powerfully to Peter Meiderlin about the state of the contemporary Church, which was 

riven with strife, most of which was being occasioned by theological argument. 

Meiderlin’s two key observations were:  

Every proud theologian is a heretic, if not in act, at least in ultimate influence. 

Concord strengthens weak things and discord demolishes great things 

He did not conclude that doctrine was unimportant, but rather he concluded that some doctrines were 

more important than others.  
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Summary Paragraph: 

Jonah still speaks powerfully to contemporary audiences, probably because Jonah is the archetypical Celtic 

saint. All of the great themes of Celtic spirituality are brought to the fore in this book. The story of Jonah 

reveals a God who is present and active in his creation, indeed whose all-pervading Spirit brings 

transformative possibility at all times, everywhere.  

This book is the fruit of 12 years of study on the book of Jonah. I have been particularly interested in the 

Assyrian cultural background to Jonah, knowledge of which radically enriches one’s appreciation of the 

book. Indeed the ability of the Ninevites to accept and respond to the message Jonah brings is only credible 

in the light of key preparatory factors in Assyrian culture and mythology. 

This book also reveals the unique place that Jonah has in salvation history. In his life and experiences Jonah 

both reprises the actions of key Old Testament figures like Moses and David and also points forward to the 

coming Messiah. Like Jesus, Jonah experiences a ‘death’ and ‘resurrection’. Like Jesus, Jonah gives his life to 

save the representatives of the world. This extremely strong prefiguring of Jesus was not lost on the first 

Christians and explains the pre-eminent place of the Jonah story in early Christian art. Jonah even points 

beyond Jesus to Peter. Peter is literally and spiritually a ‘son of Jonah’. He too begins a missionary journey 

at Joppa that takes him to the Gentiles. 

Jonah’s story is a beautiful, complex, artfully crafted work of minimalist literature and yet speaks a 

resounding message of grace that captures the human heart. All of which explains the unique place that 

Jonah and his story have found in Jewish, Christian, and Muslim piety. The many legends and pilgrim 

locations associated with Jonah in these three faith traditions are also explored in this book. 

This book is designed to facilitate a 40 day, shared journey through the book of Jonah. During this journey 

readers will discover the amazing activity of God in the life of a very ordinary and flawed man. During this 

journey through Jonah, readers will come to appreciate that the focus of the book of Jonah is the radical 

revelation that God’s grace is wild. It refuses all human attempts to tame, domesticate or restrain it. Grace 

continually bursts forth, in the most unexpected of places and comes to the most unexpected of people. 

Readers will also discover the surprising and uncomfortable truth that it is God’s own people who struggle 

the most to accept the wild nature of grace. 

Although erudite and widely researched this book is written in an accessible manner and with a level of 

language that makes it accessible to lay people with no prior theological knowledge. 
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Summary Paragraph: 

This book is for Roman Catholic and Evangelical Protestant lay people who wonder what relationship, if 

any, they might have with their friends who come from a different Christian faith tradition than their own. 

The authors aim to address that question in a practical way. They believe that while disagreements remain, 

it is possible to preserve the integrity of the faith while relating positively to Christians who cherish other 

beliefs. The opinions expressed in this book grow out of nearly thirty years of experience as evangelical 

protestant missionaries ministering in catholic parish communities in France. The book explains how that 

cooperation came about, mentions some of the questions it raises for both Catholics and Evangelicals, and 

explains how the authors handle the tensions and misunderstandings that inevitably happen. The goal of 

the book is to move the readers beyond simply understanding each other, to a place where they might 

begin using their diversity to stimulate and encourage each other in our common pursuit of obedient 

discipleship. We know of no other book which targets ecumenical lay relations in this way. 

 

Endorsement: 

“… the book is written in a very simple, experiential, Evangelical style, but is quite profound.  Rather than 

focusing on institution/theological ecumenism, the book advocates a much more personal pursuit of unity, 

building on common faith, discipleship, and Christian identity, with a willingness to learn from and 

appreciate other Christian traditions.  It has the merit of being enormously appreciative of both traditions 

and accurate in its portrayal of them.  This is a message that needs to be heard, particularly coming from an 

Evangelical theologian and lay person; though I wish Catholic priests could be as appreciative of Evangelical 

Christianity.”  

Father Thomas P. Rausch, S.J., professor of theology at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles and 

author of five books on questions of ecumenism, authority, ecclesiology, and priesthood. 
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