
Takeaway Sheet 2 — The parable of the lamp and the bowl. 

"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid.  

Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bowl, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 

house.  

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16) 

The only light we have is light 
we receive. 

There is only one source from 
which we can receive light and 
that is from God. 

When we receive light, we re-
ceive it in order that we can 
shine it around for others. 

We need to stay connected to 
the source of the light - the 
Holy Spirit of God - if we are 
to keep shining brightly. 

Questions to think about: 

 How much of God’s light have I received? 

 What have I done with it? Am I sharing it with others? If so how? 

 What helps my light to burn more brightly, what causes it to dim? What choices can I make 

about this? 

 How could NEARER help you to get more light, to shine more brightly, and to stay bright? 

 What do you want to do in response to these questions? 



The Parable of the Lamp—What does it mean? 

We have to imagine a domestic dwelling of the time of Jesus. Most often it would consist of a single room 

that one lamp can suffice to illuminate in the evening. The parable draws a picture of the stupidity of 

putting a lamp in the very place where it’s light becomes useless. 

The original reference intended by Jesus may well be the Jewish religious leaders who hid the ‘light’ that 

God had given them. They did not share the revelation that they had received from God with the 

surrounding nations. In Jewish understanding ‘light’ was often used a symbol of truth. So the ‘light’ the 

Jews had received was God’s revelation to them of the truth about himself, his nature, his love for 

mankind, and his rules for good living. Instead of sharing this wonderful knowledge with everyone, they 

preferred to keep it to themselves, they effectively hid it from others. 
 

In Isaiah 49v6 there is a prophecy about Jesus which says : 
 

"I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth." 
 

Jesus is the first and greatest fulfilment of this prophecy but God wants us to share the ‘light’ that he has 

given us too. We too are called to share God’s light with the whole world, so that God’s salvation can reach 

the ends of the earth. 

Find out more about NEARER, or ask a question, 

make a prayer request, or share an idea through 

the communication options below: 

If we share the message of Jesus with others we are providing 

them with ‘light’. 

However, there is no guarantee that people will appreciate or 

enjoy this light; 

“Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of 

light because their deeds were evil “ John 3:19 

Nevertheless our duty as followers of Jesus is to show God’s light 

in our lives and share God’s light in our conversation—but to do 

with with gentleness and respect. 

 

A Prayer: 

Father help us to  be a light in our community, living in such as 

way that people see your love, speaking in such a way that 

people hear your message. Grant us the courage to do this. 

Amen 


