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YOUR VISITOR IS 

Name ……………………………………………... 

Address …………………………………………... 

Tel No ……………………………………………. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing up 

With god 
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PARISH DIARY  

MARCH 2016 -  AUGUST 2016 
 

MARCH 

For our Holy Week and Easter Services 

see page 5 

 

APRIL 

Sunday 3rd            10am          ‘All Together’ Service             St James  

Sunday 24th       1pm      Parish Lunch             Beedles Golf Club 

 

MAY 
Sunday 1st      10am          ‘All Together’ Service     St James 

Thursday 5th   7.30pm  Ascension Day Service                   tba 

Saturday 21st         2pm Wanlip May Fayre    Wanlip  

Wednesday 18th   Coach Outing to Staunton Harold 

Sunday 29th             6pm 5th Sunday Special Service   Wanlip 

 

JUNE 

Sunday 5th             10am  ‘All Together’ Service            St James   

Monday 16th-20th  Parish Holiday to Durham 

  

JULY 
Sunday 3rd       10am  ‘All Together’ Service  St James 

Sunday 24th      10am St James’ Patronal Festival St James 

Sunday 30th            6pm 5th Sunday Special Service   Wanlip 

 
AUGUST 

Sunday 7th      10am          ‘All Together’ Service   St James 

Wednesday 17th   Coach Trip  to Newark   

    

 

 For further information please see church information sheets and/or  

website www.birstall.org. 

Details of our regular services can be found on page  23 
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Clergy:  

                 Rector: Rev’d Vince Jupp, 251 Birstall Road    2674517 

   Email: vincejupp@btinternet.com                     Mob: 07840 855030 

                 Curate: Rev’d Anne Crosby, 9 Beaumont Leys Lane,   07946 178087 

   Email: anne@crosbytextiles.co.uk 

           

Hon Assistant:       Rev’d Sheila Skidmore, 15 School Lane  2673318 

Priests:        Rev’d Kerry Emmett, 1 Chamberlains Field  3194736 

 

Churchwardens:       Mr Tony Bloxam, 17 Sandgate Avenue  2675381 

        Mrs Mary Bruce, 420 Loughborough Road  2675154 

                     Mr John Ward, 28 Walker Road   2677600 

        Mrs  Debbie Shephard,  41 Roman  Road  2672630 

 

Licensed        Mr Peter Chester, 12 Oakfield Avenue  2120236 

Readers:       Mrs Lesley Walton, 16 The Crossways  2674995 

        Mrs Tricia Emmett , 1 Chamberlains Field  3194736 

 

Pastoral        Mrs Doreen Wilson, 13 Poplar Avenue  2674680 
Assistants:       Miss Sandra Robinson, 7 Lambourne Road  2677238 

              Mrs Gill Pope, 26 Blenheim Road   2675086 

 

Church Office       Mrs Sally Dewsbury, Church Office, Church Hill 2671797 

Administrator:       Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 

 

PCC Secretary:        

       

Treasurer:       Mrs Nicki Wills, Church Office, Church Hill  2671797 

        Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 

 

Captain of bells:        Mr Clive Mobbs, 30 Wanlip Avenue  2677156 

        Practice night—Thursday at 7.30pm 

  

Wanlip Church      Mr John Ward, 28 Walker Road   2677600 

Hall Bookings: 

   

   

 

 

Opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of St James, 

Birstall and Our Lady & St Nicholas, Wanlip. 

THE PARISH OF BIRSTALL  AND WANLIP 
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REGULAR EVENTS  

AND GROUPS 
 

 

 

Weekly  
Monday      1.30pm   Tiny Tots  (Village Hall) 

(Term Time)     Contact Marion Tegg  0116 2673817 

 

Thursday    7.30-9.00pm   Bell ringing practice (St James) 
      Contact Clive Mobbs  0116 2677156 
 

Saturday    10-12 noon     St James Church open 

      Tea and coffee available 

In the month 

 
2nd Monday    7.30pm   Monday Group (Day Centre) 
      Contact Jane Scott  0116 2673761 

 

4th Monday    10.15am   Mothers’ Union  (St James) 
      Contact Helen Tarry 0116 2677493 
 

2nd Tuesday    10.30am   Contemplative Prayer  (76 Sibson Rd) 
       Contact Noreen Talbot  0116 2672756 
 

3rd Tuesday     10-12 noon   Old Nick’s Coffee Shop 
      At Wanlip Church and Community Centre,  

 

1st & 3rd Friday    7.00pm   Gospel Choir  (St James) 
      Contact Sharon March  0116 2103591 
 

1st Sunday      7.45pm   Men’s Group  (Royal British Legion) 

Bi-monthly     Contact Bert Tegg  0116 2673817 

  

Monday  Morning    St James Wanderers (approx. 4 miles) 

Monthly     Contact Lesley Walton  0116 2674995 

 

Bi-monthly     St James Striders (approx. 8 miles) 
      Contact Gill Pope  0116 2675086 
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Welcome to the March edition of Link. Many thanks to all those 

who have contributed articles. Apologies if your item has not been 

used, but it should appear in a future edition. 

 
We are always pleased to receive articles from you. Articles, poems, 

reviews, quizzes are most welcome. Items for the next issue are 

required by Mid June. Please email to gillianpope@yahoo.co.uk, give to 

Gill Pope or Noreen Talbot or put in the box at back of church. 

 

If you do not normally receive a copy of Link and would like to be put 

on our mailing list, please contact Noreen Talbot  on 2672756. 

 

Growing up with God 

 
From the time we catch the fire of the Holy Spirit – are 

baptised in the Holy Spirit – we begin growing up with 

God. Irrespective of our human age, we begin a journey of 

discovering who God is and who we are in relation to Him.  

‘Suffer the little children come unto me’ might be a call to all of us who have had 

a child-like understanding or child-like faith; taking small steps in our 

discovery of what it is to be a Christian.  Isn’t it true he asks us despite our 

years to come to him with a trust and obedience that we would normally 

associate with a child meeting with - and listening to - his loving parent?  
 

I’ve been a Christian for quite a few years now and I still pray that I will listen 

well, discern God’s will for my life and for our church’s life and will – in 

listening well – grow in my understanding of God’s mission, God’s plan for 

my life and for those that I serve. 
 

I grew up with God early on as a little boy at Sunday school while my 

parents had a lie in, it was a wonderful time.  I cannot remember my Sunday 

School teachers I’m sorry to say because I do remember feeling loved and 

safe, but I do remember the RE teacher at High School, mainly because he 

had a cracking British Motorcycle.  If only The Reverend McCloughlin knew 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjnmMj-qqfLAhXFmBoKHU5IBA4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fgrass-border-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNEFfpSEfrCViDM657FqcmzgeARRJQ&ust=1457191311040258
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how he affected me with his warmth and his care-free demeanour.  Perhaps 

he did!   
 

I got my own motorcycle at 16 and, just like most teenagers, rebelled against 

the Godly growing up I had experienced to that point, but God never left me!  

Just like a loving parent, God the Father was always there if I needed him; 

waiting to pick up any pieces and ready to welcome me back when I was 

ready to return to the fold.   
 

I guess that the return was quite profound given where I am today.  I had 

been overseas working, experienced life a little and found love, but blessed as 

I was, there was still something missing.  I came back to church, was 

confirmed and began to grow up.  Just as my own family life had begun, so had 

my new church family life and it was time to grow up in my understanding.  I 

was welcomed, encouraged and began a journey – or I suppose returned to a 

journey that had started much earlier – but this time by my own will or, more 

realistically, God’s will.  
 

I might wear a dog collar, but I am still discovering new things every day on so 

many levels. Each of us is unique in God’s sight and each of have a connection 

with him that is personal and each of us will continue to grow in relationship 

to him if we respond to his daily call to do so.    
 

This magazine will be with you by Easter and I’ll be wrapping things up to go 

on a 3 month sabbatical soon after. At the time of writing this my planning is 

in its early stages, but one thing I’m sure of is that I still have a lot of growing 

up to do and I shall be using the time to stop, listen and pray. One of the 

areas of immaturity in my life I know I have to work on is how I avoid God by 

keeping busy, by wrestling many diary clashes, and by keeping a dynamic things 

to do list that never comes to an end.   
 

This sabbatical will – I hope – challenge me to stop, look and listen that I may 

take a step in my journey of growing up as a priest and a child of God in order 

to be more available, more present-minded and more prayerfully supportive 

of those I serve, lead and love.   
 

Just as the Easter story is about death and resurrection, we are often called 

(daily) to die to the old life and rise to the new as part of our growing up 

throughout life.  I think, therefore, that this sabbatical comes at a time when I 

need to do some of that.  Die to busyness and distractions and rise to a 

deeper, more prayerful grown up relationship with God that brings a peace 
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FROM THE REGISTER 

NOVEMBER 2015 - FEBRUARY 2016 

 

 

Baptisms 

 

13th December  Remedy-blu Greenwood  St James 

13th December Melissa Monk    St James 

 

 

Marriages 

 

31st December  Samuel Jones & Elizabeth Borrajo  St James 

 

 

Funerals 

 

17th December Irene Burgess   Loughborough Crematorium 

21st December Patricia Clayton   St James 

8th January Stuart Cornell   St James 

13th January Daphne Remington   St James 

19th January Jeffrey Harris   Loughborough Crematorium 

26th January Freda Musson   St James 
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This page has been left blank deliberately. Think about your 

experiences of growing up with God. Write down your thoughts, 

compose a poem, draw a picture or just doodle. 
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that the world cannot give; and provides a freedom to be, that models a way of 

being a support to others as they grow up too.  
 

I haven’t gone on sabbatical yet, but I’m already looking forward to coming 

back and growing up with you and God in the next part of our journey 

together.  
 

Happy Easter and God bless you.,   

Vince 
 

EASTER SERVICES 
 

Monday March 21st     

A space to dwell on a passage of scripture Wanlip   7.30pm 

Tuesday March 22nd  

A space to dwell on a passage of scripture St James  7.30pm 

Wednesday March 23rd 

A space to dwell on a passage of scripture Wanlip   7.30pm 

Maundy Thursday  

No morning Eucharist 

An informal portrayal of the last supper St James   7.30pm 

(interactive)(includes communion) 

Good Friday  

Walk of Witness    Birstall  10am 

The Last Hour     Wanlip  2pm 

Easter Day  

Vigil      Wanlip  6am 

Holy Communion    Wanlip  7am 

Easter Day Family Communion  St James 10am 

Evensong     Wanlip  6pm 
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GROWING UP 

A review of Dr David G Benner’s book “Spirituality and the Awakening self”. 

   

 

This is a model of our consciousness development, 

from being a baby to being a fully developed adult 

Christian.  

 

 

 

 

 

 It could be better illustrated probably by a spiral of 

development. 

 

 

 

       As a baby we are defined by our bodily self.  My body needs food, 

hydration, warmth, being dry, being cuddled.  Our faith is primal, someone will 

feed, dry, love me. 
 

      As we grow to be a toddler we are defined by possessions:  my comfort 

blanket, my breast/bottle/dummy, my teddy, my mummy.  When my 

granddaughter was 2 she gazed round the room and joyfully said, “My mummy, 

my daddy, my grandma,” and then looked puzzled by grandma’s friend, and said, 

“My Beryl!”  A nice reminder of this stage was the picture of Prince George 

visiting an Australian nursery, and snatching a toy from a little girl, he saw, 

wanted and “possessed”. 
 

      Next we get to a stage when we are defined by our minds.  What I think, 

is the only truth:  reality and fantasy is all alike “they are my thoughts.”  Our 

teddy, doll, pet, our imaginary friend are as “real” as much as furniture and 

other humans.  Imagination runs wild.  Our faith is intuitive and projected on to 

any hero, real or imagined.  Gradually imagination is controlled, real heroes and 

a sense of fairness provide a literal and mythical faith. 
 

     As teenagers we begin to put together all the influences in our life:  family 

values;  school training; peer group beliefs; current social mores; so our faith is 

an amalgam and conventional. 
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REGULAR SERVICES 

St James the Great, Birstall 

Sunday  

8am Holy Communion (said) 

10am All Together Service (1st Sunday) 

10am Parish Communion (other Sundays) 

10am Sunday School  

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

9am Morning Prayer 

 

Thursday 

9.30am Holy Communion  

 

Our Lady & St  Nicholas. Wanlip 

Sunday 

6pm     Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 

6pm Book of Common Prayer Evensong  (2nd,3rd,4th) 
6pm     Alternative service (5th Sunday) 

 

St James Church is open every Saturday morning 

from 10am – 12 noon.  Please take the opportunity 

to come in and look round at its very varied 

history, and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea. 

http://www.watton.org/clipart/church/church103.gif
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LEICESTER CITY OF SANCTUARY 

BICYCLES FOR REFUGEES  & ASYLUM SEEKERS 
 

What does having a bicycle mean to you? For many of us it is a leisure item, 

having the freedom to ride round, places of peace and beauty like Watermead 

Park. Others brave the main roads, or Riverside Pathways, to go to work. The 

exercise helps us to feel physically fit and the ‘feel-good buzz’ we get from this 

helps reduce stresses and strains. For others it is the time and space, to feel 

the rain, the air, the sunshine, and to find ‘space’ to think and perhaps deal with 

their life experiences. 
 

On a very rainy and cold Saturday February 6th: Churches Together collected 

16 bikes from our local Community, on the Car Park at St Theresa’s Church 

and at St James.  We met a Syrian Family living in this country, after coming out 

from the besieged City of Medyia, several internal displacements and a long 

walk to freedom. They have left family members/work colleagues/friends 

behind.  They have lost everything in their home-land, virtually destroyed, after 

repeated bombings and chemical warfare, not only on the land, but the people. 

The compassion and care they have received in the UK is heart-warming to 

them. They are learning to ride bikes for the first time, particularly the women. 

Getting to a English class is a lot quicker than an hour’s walk each way. They 

have no cash for bus fares, or cars, so this is a real bonus.  Being out on the 

bikes means meeting friends, going out as families, having a social life.  
 

The City of Sanctuary Scheme provides bicycles on loan, with all the necessary 

training and advice, about cycling on the roads, the Highway Code, and keeping 

the bikes in good working order. This gives them a way to use their skills, 

when they are not allowed to work legally, until granted Residence. This can be 

many years and in some cases, a decade or more. Some are still waiting, but 

have a life here. 
 

A Big thank you to all who have  donated, either bikes and/or parts. If you have 

any other cycling items, St James Church is open every Saturday morning from 

10 – 12.00 pm. Or text or phone Rose Parrott on 07811662235. (collections 

can be arranged). 
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     As we reach from older teens to twenties we become more individual, 

less reflective of our upbringing and our peer group.  We notice our interior 

feelings and think about what fits with our own ideas and emotions.  These 

inner thoughts help us make our choices both in career and relationships, and 

we begin to move away from our previous defining group.  We take on 

personal responsibilities. 
 

     There is another developmental growth in the thirties to forties when we 

re-align our priorities or, if not, we face a mid-life crisis.  We can broaden or 

deepen our outlook and faith; adopt a “bigger picture” view of life, community 

and faith; and first be aware of death, even if it is only the feeling that to be 

40/45/50 is the end of being young.   Faith tends to be conventional now. 
 

     Then comes the transformation to being mature, no longer feeling “past 

it”, but contented and secure. There is a sense of being at one with oneself and 

God.  These people invest energy into social or religious causes.  They have an 

enlarged vision of “who counts” , e.g. Mother Teresa, Martin Luther King, 

Bonhoeffer, Hans Kung, but in doing so may well offend people of conventional 

faith  Here there is a universalising faith, their God may be bigger and holier 

than the one confined in any one building, congregation or denomination.  John 

Taverner, the Dalai Lama, Thomas Merton are amongst some well-known 

“explorers” of this universalising faith. 
 

     Psychologists and theologians recognize that growth is not only at these 

levels but that we may develop at different paces in each human characteristic:  

personal relationships, mental processes, faith, morals etc. 
 

     What happens if we don’t overcome each barrier and we fail to move on?  

We have all seen older people still dressing, behaving or dancing as if still into 

rock-and-roll, football fanatics, mods and rockers, dolly birds, and we are 

embarrassed!  For others there is crisis, breakdown, even suicide, certainly a 

sense of being out of kilter with their generation. 
 

     This maturity of body, mind and soul is not the end.  We still need to move 

on to grow in the spirit.  As the Anchorhold group put it, “We seek to acquire 

a spiritual body.”  Faith need to grow further till we are one with God and all 

that is made:  the cosmic self. 
 

     To many readers child development may by a familiar topic, but Dr Benner 

traces development throughout life; and as a Christian explores how it runs 

parallel to faith.   A deep but very rewarding book;  taken, small section by 

section, it is revealing and challenging for those of us who’ve got stuck or want 

to know how to grow. 

 Noreen Talbot 
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Has living in Congo changed us? 

 

In 2013 Gill and I worked in the Democratic Republic of Congo for six 

months, and went back the following year for a further one month. 

Looking back, how has that time living in one of the poorest countries 

in the world, living without things we take for granted in the west 

(running water, electricity, etc.), living in a completely different culture, 

how has that changed us? What impact has it had on us? 
 

In many ways we, perhaps, have not been changed as much as we 

would like. It is very easy to get back into our previous way of living. 

However, we are frequently reminded of things that are different. 
 

Firstly, when we were in Congo we received emails telling us how cold 

it was, and what dreadful winter people were having in the UK. Then it 
went quiet for a while about the weather, till we got emails 

complaining about the dreadful heatwave in the UK…….. 
 

The people we lived with did not complain. There was no “why is this 

dreadful thing happening to me/us?”, no “why me?” (and there were 

lots of really hard things that happened to people there. Life is hard in 

Congo). Instead, people recognised what the situation was and said 

“OK, what can we do to improve it”.  
 

Secondly, in the part of Africa where 

we were, there were no big super-

markets with masses of choice. The 

shops either had what you wanted or 

they didn’t, and if they did they had 

that version and no other. So, there 

was not any thought as to whether 

such and such was the best available, 

the best price, the best quality. It was 

more if there was any at all of something or not. In Britain we value 

choice, we value the independence to choose the best for us and our 

families. But it brings pressure and stress (could I have got a better 

deal? Is it cheaper somewhere else? Is there a better version?). Life in 
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A Walk in the Countryside 

 

Hark! Listen to the wind 

blowing in the trees 

whistling through the tall grass 

singing through the leaves. 

 

A little rabbit hurries by 

without waiting for a reply 

from the birds in the trees  

that sing on the breeze. 

 

Strolling through the meadow green 

what else do we see? 

Wild orchids, clovers and foxgloves 

now and then a bumble bee. 

 

A little further down the hill  

 is the sound of a trickling stream. 

So much to hear, so much to see 

Thank God it’s not a dream 

 

Barbara Luxton 
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SOCIAL EVENTS FOR 2016 

 
APRIL 

Sunday 24th   1.00pm      Parish Lunch  

                                      at Beedles Golf Club 

 

MAY 

Wed. 18th   10.30am Coach Outing to  

    Staunton Harold 

 

Saturday 21st      2pm  Wanlip May Fayre 

    at Wanlip Community Hall 

 

JULY 

Date tba   Tolthorpe Hall 

 

AUGUST 

Wed. 17th          9.30am Coach Trip  to Newark  

 

Monday 29th    Annual Parish Garden Fete  

 

OCTOBER 

Friday 14th     7pm  Film Night 

    at St James 

 

NOVEMBER   

Sunday 20th        2.30 pm    Quiz Afternoon with Cream  

    Tea in Birstall Village Hall 

 

DECEMBER 

Saturday  3rd   St Nicholas Fayre  

    at Wanlip Community Hall  

  
For further details see the notice sheet, website www.birstall.org or contact  

Gill Pope on 0116 2675086 or Sandra Robinson on 01162677238 
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Congo was, consequently more straightforward and more simple – and 

more relaxed.  

 

Thirdly, there are probably as many opinions about our church 
services as there are members of the congregations. In Congo, the 

church services were in a different language and lasted hours. It was 

difficult to participate and we received 

little from them, effectively we were 

simply observers. Yet, we went – we 

went because we were expected to 

(how could ‘missionaries’ not go to 

church?). We realised that what 

mattered was being with people 

worshipping God, meeting God’s people 

together, being church. The form of 

worship was not important but meeting our brothers and sisters is.  
 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, in Congo individuals are only 

important inasmuch as they contribute to the community. The 

western focus on “me”, and what “I” want, is not what we saw in 

Congo. People are very aware of their communities (their neighbours, 

people they know from work, church, and their local tribe) and actively 

contribute to them.  In contrast, because we, in Britain, are relatively 

wealthy, we can manage quite well by ourselves. We are, largely, 

independent. We don’t like being dependent, we like to be in control 

of our own lives.  
 

One thing we found we were in Congo was that we could not be 

independent. We needed help with cooking on a charcoal fire, help 

with fetching the water, help getting to Uganda to get money. The 

point is not that getting used to this way of living was hard, it wasn’t 

really. What was hard was being dependent on others. At the same 

time as showing, again, the importance of community we were also 

given an insight into how people might feel who become dependent on 

others. And, how we, as a society, don’t really like it because we value 
independence. 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiirti73ZXLAhUE2BoKHXKeDkgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-rainbow-bunting.html&bvm=bv.115339255,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEc_B70FoKNtmeU49ebJeUw15ZoBA&ust
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiB2JmO3pXLAhXIuBoKHX86AoUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.emotifdesign.com%2Fnews-events&bvm=bv.115339255,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEnJM1aWENoEkSehfwPDImD_MFhhg&ust=145658658
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiirti73ZXLAhUE2BoKHXKeDkgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-rainbow-bunting.html&bvm=bv.115339255,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEc_B70FoKNtmeU49ebJeUw15ZoBA&ust
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In Congo, and many other parts of the world, relationships are what 

matter, relationships in each of the communities you are part of. So, 

you always spend time with people when you meet them, you always 

have time for people.  
 

From our time in Congo what can we learn about: 

· The importance of not moaning about what we don’t like, but, 

instead, getting on and doing something about it?  

· The pressures of having loads of choices? 

· What church truly is vs. our views about whether services are 

too old-fashioned or not traditional enough? 

· Giving time to people, our communities, our relationships with 

others, when we are in the middle of something else? 

· Being a Christian community if all we want to be is Christian 

individuals? 

The sense of belonging that we saw in Congo – despite tribal, 

educational and linguistic differences – is enabling us, hopefully, to be 

aware of the importance of community. Community that is open to 

those outside the church, open to those from different cultures, to 

different approaches to life, educational background, etc.  
 

Have we changed? Probably not enough but we do have many 

reminders that things can, and probably should, be different. 

 

Peter Chester 

Don’t worry about avoiding temptation. 

As you grow older it will avoid you. 
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Old Nicks Coffee Shop 

The coffee shop continues to be popular. Once again, despite 

being non-profit making we have been able to make a donation 

of £120 to the ‘Hall Funds’.  
 

The Coffee Shop is held on the third Tuesday of every month, 

10.00am – 12.30pm; if you have not visited yet please come along 

and try it out. We would love to see you. 
 

Church Maintenance 

Whilst we all look forward to the Spring and the promise of Summer it does 

have its downside – vegetation grows profusely in the Churchyard and 

constant mowing is required to keep it looking tidy. Have you ever thought of 

adding your name to the ‘mowing rota’? 

 

 

Extracts from the Parish Magazine - September 1958 

Clergy:- Rev Arthur Lander and Rev C F Trevor (curate) 

The Rev and Mrs Trevor moved into 6 Birch Tree Avenue on 

September 2nd. We extend to them a very happy welcome and wish 

Mr Trevor every blessing on his ministry with us. 
 

A Sunday off. I was very glad to manage a Sunday off and was most 

grateful to my friend, the Provost of Leicester for making it possible. 

The Provost will be leaving Leicester before the end of the month to 

take up his important work in the Diocese of Durham. 
 

Church Linen. We are more than grateful to Mrs Dayman for making 

and presenting to us some purificators and a corporal for use at Holy 

Communion. They have been beautifully made. She is at present 

working on a Green Burse and Veil for our own use. These are most 

acceptable gifts. As a Parish Church we are very poorly equipped in 

this direction. In fact we possess only one Stole and that is of a 

colour outside the liturgical colours of  the Church. If I were not 

personally well equipped I do not know what we would have done. 

Every Parish Church should have at least one set of coloured stoles 

for use of the clergy. Church linen and embroidery does not last for 

ever and some of ours have seen better days. 
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WANLIP NEWS  

 

 

 

Wanlip Church and Community Centre 

The Hall is now being used for a variety of activities 

and meetings. If you are thinking of using the Hall for 

an event please do check its availability as early as 

possible (contact John tel. 0116 2677600). 
 

We hold a regular Work Party on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 10 – 12 

to keep the building ‘spick and span’ both inside and out (weather permitting). 

Everyone is welcome; you would be most welcome if you came along. 

 

Looking Back/Looking Forward 

Since writing for the last ‘Link Letter’ lots seem to have happened: 

The St Nicholas Christmas Fayre was a great success and was followed by a 

very enjoyable evening concert in the church by the Glenfield Ladies Co-

Operative Choir (even though we were not allowed just to sit and listen – 

there was also audience participation!), Advent and Christmas Carol Services; 

Christmas itself!, Watchnight and Candlemas at the end of January. 
 

They all seem a distant memory now as we begin in earnest to prepare for the 

season of Lent followed by the Easter celebrations. 

 

Future Events 

Easter Day 27th March:  

6.00am Vigil/7.00am Holy Communion followed by Bacon Cobs in the Hall; 

6.00pm Evensong 

May 21st:   

May Fayre in the Hall 2.00pm – 4.00pm 

October 1st:   

Evening concert by the Glenfield Ladies Co-Operative Choir in the Church. 

October 2nd:  

Harvest Festival – Church open in the afternoon. Tea and Cakes in the Hall 

December 3rd:  

St Nicholas Fayre 
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I’m just a human being, 

God created me the same. 

But I’ve heard the way they talk of me, 

Have these people got no shame. 

 

I was born a baby Syrian, 

Not British, German or French. 

I’ve been persecuted since my birth, 

To leave was still a wrench. 

 

Qualified as a doctor, 

Against every, every odd. 

Desperate to practice, but denied, 

For confessing Jesus, my God. 

 

As I’m running for the tunnel entrance, 

Their comments ring in my ears. 

“Let’s hope they get run over”, 

Hatred belying their fears. 

 

They say we’re like a virus, 

A dirty invading disease. 

Can’t they see I’m someone's daughter, 

Look into my eyes, just once, please. 

 

I’ve nothing to lose, please understand, 

You have freedom, air to breathe. 

I had neither, know then, 

I had to leave. 

 

 

 

They want us to go away, 

To vanish, die, go! 

But we’re here and we need you, 

Open your hearts, the truth, please know. 

 

You’re here by your birthright, 

I’m captive by mine. 

Born in a sad, sick country, 

My only crime. 

 

Don’t talk of me badly, 

Don’t wish me dead, away! 

I don’t want your jobs, homes, money, 

I just want to stay. 

 

In freedom, in peace, 

To practice my skills. 

To cure other people, 

Of their ailments and ills. 

 

When you see me running, 

It’s for freedom, not a game. 

Don’t talk of me badly, please, 

Have you no shame? 

 

Vince 

 

 

ASYLUM 
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SMILE 

 

At passers by   Silent prayer 

GREET Those near to you Silent prayer 

TALK Those sitting or standing 

near 
Silent prayer 

ASK 

 

About themselves Pray their concerns 

INVITE  

SOCIALLY 

 

Church ; film, fête, concert, 

carols, Mothering Sunday, 

etc. 

Pray their coming 

WELCOME 

 

Introduce them Pray thankfully 

OFFER TO TAKE 

 

Them to relaxed service, 

Iona, Taize, Family, fun, M.U, 

Messy Church 

Pray for God’s presence 

INVITE FOR  

COFFEE 
Your house, café, church Offer to pray with them 

SUGGEST 

CHURCH 

Monthly? Or a small group or 

course 

Pray for the Holy Spirit’s 

inspiration 

INVITE  After church for a meal; 

White House, café, your 

house 

Pray for connections and 

openness 

GROWING NEW CHRISTIANS 

Noreen Talbot 
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have long resisted retreats, but am growing into an awareness of how 
important they are to my spiritual life.    
 

I continue to grow in faith through my personal study and reading, more 
recently focussing on the life and times of Jesus.  Through this I am exploring 
and discovering more about how my experience of life, in its many facets, is 
informed by the society that Jesus lives amongst.  Although I am only in the 
parish a relatively small amount of time each week, my priestly ministry and 
faith are affirmed within my secular employment as I support and pray with 
people as they struggle with the issues of their lives.   
 

Within a multicultural working environment I am often asked to explain my 
faith and ministry.  These secular encounters ensure that I continue to reflect 
on why I am a Christian who is a Priest.  The expectations of people outside 
the Christian faith, their apologies when they expect me to be offended and 
the respect offered to me, all aid my continuing reflection and growing 
relationship with God.    
 

A relationship with God that is ever deepening, one in which I know I do 
nothing in my own strength.  

Rev’d Anne Crosby 

WITH HIS HELP  YOU CAN DO IT 
 

Somebody said it couldn’t be done, but he with a chuckle replied 

‘Maybe  it couldn't’, but he’d be the one who wouldn't say so ‘til he tried. 

So he buckled right in with a trace of a grin and if he was worried he hid it: 

And he started to sing as he tackled the thing that couldn't be done  

- and he did it. 

 

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done  

and thousands just waiting to fail you; 

There are thousands to point out to you one by one  

the dangers that wait to assail you. 

But just buckle right in with the trace of a grin  

and take off your coat and go to it. 

God will give you strength to tackle the thing  

that cannot be done—and you'll do it! 
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Growing Relationship with God since  

Ordination as a Priest 
 

When I was ordained priest and the hands of 
bishops and priests were laid on me, I had an 
overwhelming sense of God’s presence as the 
Holy Spirit transformed me. From the first 
touch, heat surged through my body, a heat 
that continued to grow even after I returned 
to my seat.  This infilling of the Holy Spirit 
was the start of my priestly life and the start 
of an even deeper relationship with God.   
 

From this moment, life has been amazing. I have grown closer in my 
relationship with God in ways that I just could not imagine.  I have 
encountered God in so many people, through sometimes startling 
conversations and always in the privilege of being a priest.  It is in these 
conversations that I have witnessed God at work in people’s lives. Since being 
ordained I have had the privilege to be apart of peoples joys and sorrows. 
Hearing people’s stories nurtures my ever-deepening faith, whether it is in the 
joy of new life in baptism, of a couple joining in holy matrimony or the sorrow 
of a funeral visit.   Through these conversations I see God at work in the lives of 
many people, both within and without the parish.   
 

Presiding at the Eucharist, saying the words I have heard spoken by so many 
priests has drawn me even deeper into my relationship with God.  I encounter 
God in the Mass in a way that is indescribable.   As I pray the Eucharistic 
prayers, season-by-season, I have matured and grown in my personal prayers 
within the Eucharist, praying more deeply the words.  They touch my heart as I 
am praying them on behalf of and with the congregation.  Placing Christ’s body 
in the outstretched hands is humbling, dramatic and awe inspiring.    
 

There have been challenges to work through.  Even these have been a part of 
my growing and ever deepening relationship with God.  These have been 
explored with my spiritual director and with my confessor.  Personal 
confession is new to me, but extremely powerful and affirming of my faith.  I 
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 Friendship 

(Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) 

 

Introducing Friends to Jesus 

(John 1:43-51) 

Attitude Open-ness, making a space 

for new relationships,  

positively seeking them out 

The conviction that God loves 

everyone and is at work drawing  

people into the orbit of his love 

Insight This person interest me 

and might be interested in 

friendship 

A Holy Spirit perception that God 

seems to be at work in a person in 

some way. 

Exploration Smile, talk, as questions, 

answer questions, share 

stories. A mutual interest 

in what interests the other 

- mutual learning and 

growing. 

Conversational exploration, asking 

open questions that make a space 

for the other person to share their 

spiritual journey -should they wish 

to do so. Sharing the Jesus story  in 

a way that is appropriate way to the 

person. Sharing your own story of 

meeting Jesus and the difference He 

has made on your life. 

Making Space Establishing contact zones, 

places where you can meet 

establishing a rhythm of 

encounter 

Accompanying the friend as they 

begin the adventure of living with 

Jesus - introduction to spiritual  

disciplines, Assisting and facilitating 

their integration into a faith  

community. 

Going Deeper The on-going sharing of 

lives that expresses true 

friendship. 

Making a missional disciple -

example, exhortation, encourage-

ment.  

GROWING NEW CHRISTIANS 

Stephen March 
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BEING ‘GROWN UP’ 
 

When I was young, the question was "What do you want to be when 

you grow up?"  I will not bother you with my reply, but suffice it to say 
it didn't happen!  What is it about 'Growing up'?  Do you think it is 

more or less the same as 'Getting old(er)’?  I don't.  Getting old(er) is a 

purely physical happening - the wrinklies and the aches and pains and 

the general crumblies.  Getting old(er) cannot be avoided - it's a fact of 

life. 

 

Growing up, though, can be delayed, if not denied.  I think it is a much 

more mental state.  Whether you can, or not, climb trees or want to 

go on a Big-dipper, the mere fact that you think about it and you would 

want to means you are not quite grown up yet!  Look at David 

Attenborough - it is pure enthusiasm for life that keeps growing up 

away.  What is Grown Up anyway?  Going through schools, passing (or 

not) exams, getting jobs, boy/girl friends, marriage, children, 

grandchildren, travelling, illnesses, losing loved ones, paying the bills!   

These things are what happen as we pass through our lives, but they do 

not really mean we are Grown Up.  What is 'Grown Up' anyway? 

 Perhaps the ability to cope with all that life chucks at us, with the help 

of our faith and our God.  It seems to me that the older we get the 

more we ask for help from Him in our growing up. 

 

So, physically we age, but if we keep our enthusiasm and curiosity 

about life in our minds, then growing up is put in abeyance.   

If you lose the fun in life and the curiosity to find out 'what is round the 

next corner, the (rather infantile, I admit) joy of sploshing through 

puddles and wading through waves, looking forward to caramel ice-

cream and chocolates, then I think you are 'grown up'  

 

I don't want to grow up - do you? 

Leigh Reid 
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 GROWING INTO RETIREMENT 

Tricia and I retired from Mountsorrel in April 2013 and moved to Hallam 

Fields at the beginning of May. We had been thinking about retirement for  

some time and announced our intention to our two churches in October 2012 
 

Of course, when clergy retire they have to move out of the Vicarage and find 

somewhere to live. We investigated Loughborough, Hathern and Rothley and 

other places too. We wanted somewhere with good public transport (Tricia 

always wanted to be on the 127 bus route!), not on large estate and certainly 

not in Birstall! But God had other ideas and we are very happy here! 
 

For us to have a church base was very important . Just before we retired, St 

James had an open day and we came along. We had a very warm welcome. 

We tried to remain incognito, but Vince recognised me and our cover was 

blown. As soon as we moved in I started attending St James, but, because of 

family commitments, Tricia only began attending a couple of months later. 

Nearly three years on, we are sure it was the right move and we love being 

part of St James and Wanlip. 
 

The first few months of retirement I found very difficult. I had gone from a 

bulging diary to an almost empty one. Tricia had suggested slowing down in my 

final months in Mountsorrel, but parish life did not make this a realistic 

possibility. I had decided to take six month off from ministry and, although that 

was a good idea, it began to feel like an eternity. It was like a bereavement, It 

was a difficult time. However, I joined U3A during that time and joined a play-

reading group. Tricia and I joined two home groups and we still belong to one 

of those, which Tricia now leads 
 

From November 2013 I made myself available to Vince for ministry and Tricia 

was licensed to Birstall and Wanlip as a reader in October 2013, having been a 

reader since 1991. We greatly enjoyed being part of the staff team, leading 

services, preaching etc. and I was able to be of greatest help when Vince and 

Sheryl were unwell last year. It was great to celebrate 40 years as a priest in a 

service at St James nearly two years ago. 
 

I can enjoy ministry without the pressure of too many meetings and I can say 

“No” to requests, but I have only rarely done so. We both enjoy being part of 

NEARER and that has brought a whole new dimension to life We have really 

benefitted from being part of this group. 
 

If you are looking towards retirement, plan with God’s hep and enjoy when 

the time comes. It won't be all plain sailing but life never is. 

Kerry Emmett 


