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PARISH DIARY  

AUGUST 2016 - NOVEMBER 2016 

  
AUGUST 

Sunday 7th      10am          ‘All Together’ Service   St James 

Monday 29th    12 noon  St James Summer Fayre  St James 

 

SEPTEMBER 
Sunday 4th      10am          ‘All Together’ Service   St James 

Sunday 11th        3pm  Civic Service for Mayor of         St James 

    Charnwood 

     

OCTOBER 

Sunday 2nd             10am  ‘All Together’ Harvest Service   St James   

Sunday 2nd        6pm Harvest Evensong  St James 

Sunday 16th       10am Thanksgiving Service  St James 

Sunday 16th        6pm Thanksgiving Service  Wanlip 

Sunday 30th             6pm 5th Sunday Special Service Wanlip 

  

NOVEMBER 
Sunday 6th       10am  ‘All Together’ Service  St James 

Sunday 6th       3pm All Souls Service  St James 

Sunday 13th      10.30am Remembrance Service  St James 

Sunday 27th       6pm Advent Carols   Wanlip 

 

DECEMBER 
Sunday 4th       10am  ‘All Together’ Service  St James 

 

      

    

For further information please see church information sheets and/or  

website www.birstall.org. 

Details of our regular services can be found on page  19 
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THE PARISH OF BIRSTALL  AND WANLIP 

Clergy:   

                Rector:   Rev’d Vince Jupp, 251 Birstall Road      2674517 

   Email: vincejupp@btinternet.com                          Mob: 07840 855030 

                Curate:         Rev’d Anne Crosby, 9 Beaumont Leys Lane,               07946 178087 

   Email: annedcrosby@hotmail.com 

 

           

Hon Assistant  Rev’d Sheila Skidmore, 15 School Lane   2673318 

Priests:   Rev’d Kerry Emmett, 1 Chamberlains Field  3194736 

 

 

Churchwardens:        Mr Tony Bloxam, 17 Sandgate Avenue   2675381 

         Mr Andy Proud           07538 388643 

                      Mr John Ward, 28 Walker Road   2677600 

         Mrs  Debbie Shephard,  41 Roman  Road  2672630 

 

 

Licensed        Mr Peter Chester, 12 Oakfield Avenue   2120236 

Readers         Mrs Lesley Walton, 16 The Crossways   2674995 

        Mrs Tricia Emmett , 1 Chamberlains Field  3194736 
 

 

Pastoral         Mrs Doreen Wilson, 13 Poplar Avenue   2674680 

Assistants:        Miss Sandra Robinson, 7 Lambourne Road  2677238 

               Mrs Gill Pope, 26 Blenheim Road   2675086 

 

 

Church Administrator: Mrs Sally Dewsbury, Church Office, Church Hill  2671797 

   Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 

 

 

PCC Secretary:        Mrs Sally Dewsbury, Church Office, Church Hill  2671797 

         Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 

 

       

Treasurer:        Mrs Nicki Wills, Church Office, Church Hill  2671797 

         Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 

 

Captain of bells:         Mr Clive Mobbs, 30 Wanlip Avenue   2677156 

         Practice night -  Thursday at 7.30pm 

  

Wanlip Church:         Mr John Ward, 28 Walker Road   2677600 

Hall Bookings 

  
 

Opinions expressed  in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of  

St James, Birstall and Our Lady and St Nicholas, Wanlip 
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REGULAR EVENTS  

AND GROUPS 
 

 

 

Weekly  
Monday      1.30pm   Tiny Tots  (Village Hall) 

(Term Time)     Contact Marion Tegg  0116 2673817 

 

Thursday    7.30-9.00pm   Bell ringing practice (St James) 
      Contact Clive Mobbs  0116 2677156 
 

Saturday    10-12 noon     St James Church open 

      Tea and coffee available 

In the month 

 
2nd Monday    7.30pm   Monday Group (Day Centre) 
      Contact Jane Scott  0116 2673761 

 

4th Monday    10.15am   Mothers’ Union  (St James) 
      Contact Helen Tarry 0116 2677493 
 

2nd Tuesday    10.30am   Contemplative Prayer  (76 Sibson Rd) 
       Contact Noreen Talbot  0116 2672756 
 

3rd Tuesday     10-12 noon   Old Nick’s Coffee Shop 
      At Wanlip Church and Community Centre,  

 

1st & 3rd Friday    7.00pm   Gospel Choir  (St James) 
      Contact Sharon March  0116 2103591 
 

1st Sunday      7.45pm   Men’s Group  (Royal British Legion) 

Bi-monthly     Contact Bert Tegg  0116 2673817 

  

Monday  Morning    St James Wanderers (approx. 4 miles) 

Monthly     Contact Lesley Walton  0116 2674995 

 

Bi-monthly     St James Striders (approx. 8 miles) 
      Contact Gill Pope  0116 2675086 
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Welcome to the Summer edition of Link. Many thanks to all 

those who have contributed articles about Leisure. Apologies if your 

item has not been used, but it should appear in a future edition. 

 
We are always pleased to receive articles from you. Articles, poems, 

reviews, quizzes are most welcome. Items for the next issue are 

required by Mid October. Please email to gillianpope@yahoo.co.uk, 

give to Gill Pope or Noreen Talbot or put in the box at back of 

church. 

 

If you do not normally receive a copy of Link and would like to be put 

on our mailing list, please contact Noreen Talbot  on 2672756. 

 

 

Leisure 
 

What is leisure?   

 
When I did an internet search, for leisure, the 

first several offerings all related to leisure centres 

and then to a make of cooker.  

 

But actually leisure is defined differently in the 

Oxford Dictionary.  Firstly it is ‘time when one is not working or 

occupied; free time’, it is also ‘use of free time for enjoyment’ and 

thirdly it is the  ‘opportunity afforded by free time to do something’.  

 

There are numerous references in the Bible about leisure.  About 

stopping and resting.  When God created the world, he rested on the 

seventh day.  That was his time of rest and recuperation.  Jesus takes 

this further when he says in Mark’s gospel ‘the Sabbath was made for 

man, not man for the Sabbath’.  

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjnmMj-qqfLAhXFmBoKHU5IBA4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fgrass-border-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNEFfpSEfrCViDM657FqcmzgeARRJQ&ust=1457191311040258
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Whether because of our livestyles our Sabbath is on Sunday or 

another day of the week, it is important that we do as God did and 

rest.  To take those opportunities afforded to us to spend time with 

God, to rest, to enjoy ourselves or to take the opportunity of stillness 

or the activities we choose for our leisure.   Therefore, leisure isn’t 

necessarily about doing nothing.   

 

As a priest who works and teaches in Adult Education, I encounter 

people every day who are undertaking leisure courses. They may be 

learning a new skill, revisiting something they previously enjoyed or 

taking time for themselves in their busy lives.  When people enrol on a 

leisure course they have enrolled to learn something that they are 

interested in, without wanting or needing to gain a qualification.  

People are wanting to do something in their leisure time that interests 

them and hopefully is fun.   
 

So, it could be said that I am a priest in my leisure time.   

 

Leisure time is about a different focus to our working lives.  For me, 

there is a lot of overlap between my paid secular employment and my 

priestly ministry.  Certainly, my working life informs my priesthood, 

and I am a priest whether in the parish or in my secular employment.  

These two apparently separate parts of my life are intrinsically linked.    

 

But what about the retired, the unemployed, those who are without 

employment?  Leisure time here is important too.  Regular activities 

can give structure to the week while being pleasurable and life 

enhancing. This may include attending home groups, leisure classes, 

craft groups, choirs or any one of a myriad of regular activities.  These 

can be considered as Sabbath activities.   

 

Sabbath is an important area of our lives which we can neglect.  It is a 

gift from God.  A gift we should not reject.  By choosing to keep the 

Sabbath, we are called to worship God, to give thanks and to be re-

energised for the next six days.  We are called to rest.  As Jesus says, 

the Sabbath is for our good.  So choosing how to use our leisure time 

is important.  Even more important is remembering that we should 
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March - June 2016 
 

Baptisms 
 

1st May   Roman Pallett   St James 

1st May  Amelia-Rose Gutteridge  St James 

29th May  Stanley Hollyman    St James 

19th June  Dottie-Mae Jeynes   St James 

19th June  James Smith   St James 

 

 

Marriages 
 

16th April  Joseph Putt & Sarah Dolby   St James 

30th April  Washington Kadye &   
  Egipher Masenda   St James 

7th May  Nicholas Lang & Anne Broadhurst Our Lady & St Nicholas 

 

 

Funerals 
 

24th March Joan Wilkinson   Birstall Cemetery 

30th March   Gordon Whyman   Loughborough Crematorium 

13th April  Irene Patrick   St James 

20th May  Anne Birkin   St James 

2nd June  Joan Mitchell   St James 

28th June  Margaret Suffolk   St James 

30th June  Marjorie Graham   St James 
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MARGARET SUFFOLK  

1918-2016 
 

Mum was born around midnight on 27th March 1918. She was three 
months premature, weighing roughly 2 pounds. As the doctors 

battled to save Granny’s life, Mum was placed to one side, being 

thought too weak to survive. However, as Mum said “a wonderful 

nurse, who had just arrived, decided that no baby was going to die if 

she could prevent it”. So with God’s help and the nurse’s 

determination she survived.  Mum always said she would love to 

meet that nurse again and thank her for what she did.  No doubt she 

is doing that now. 
 

When she was 11 months old her father died, so Granny had to go 

back to teaching, while her mother (or Great Granny) went to live 

with them and care for our mum.  She always talked fondly of 

growing up in the company of cousins and friends. With their support 

she trained as an infant teacher, which she loved. 
 

She met Dad through St Michael and All Angels Church Belgrave, 

where they were both regular worshippers. They were married in 

1941 and had 67 happy years together. When they moved to Birstall 

it wasn’t long before Mum was back teaching, but this time in a 

Sunday School. She was a staunch member of the Mothers’ Union, 

serving as an enrolling member and speaker for many years. 
 

Throughout her life the church was a golden thread at the heart of all 

she did. She willingly cleaned the church, helped with the flower 

arrangements and took part in the Passion Plays. Also, she visited the 

sick and took communion to the house-bound. 
 

She was a huge support to many, but particularly to us, her 3 

daughters, her 5 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.  Her 

encouragement and love will be sadly missed. 

 
Christine,  Jane and Mary 

5 

have a Sabbath each week.  A day to rest, to spend time with God and 

a time to enjoy ourselves.    

 

For me leisure comes in small chunks, beyond my priestly ministry and 

my secular employment.  I will spend time with my husband and 

family, with friends and sometimes I will manage a bit of creative 

textiles.   

 

What is it about leisure that is important? 

 

By taking sufficient leisure we can rediscover ourselves in our entirety.   

Through our leisure time we are recreated as God’s people, we are 

made whole again.  Our physical, mental and emotional selves are 

realigned.    Our energy levels are recharged.  God created the world 

in six days, and then he had a rest.  That is the pattern we have been 
given for our wellbeing.  If it is good enough for God, it should be 

good enough for us too!! 

 

Leisure is an important element of how God wishes us to life our 

lives.  Leisure is for rest; for renewal; and for learning about, 

appreciating, and enjoying God and God’s gift of creation. By keeping 

the Sabbath, we are able to develop a spiritual attitude to our free 

time, our time free from responsibility.    

 

And so I pray that we all re-examine our use of our leisure time, our 

Sabbath, and to do as God did and to rest on the seventh day.   

 

I therefore invite you to accept God’s gift and rest on the seventh day. 

 

Prayers and God’s blessing for you  

 

Rev’d Anne Crosby - curate 
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Leisure 

I don’t know about you, but I wonder sometimes what 

leisure is.  The dictionary definition is that it is anything which 

isn’t work.  I suspect that most of us do have leisure even if 

we don’t always recognise it. 

As a Christian some of my leisure time is spent learning, with 

and from others, more about my faith, and how to live it out 

on a day to day basis. 

I also do watercolour painting and write poetry in my spare 

time, there is some, even though I’m retired!!! 

Visiting children and grandchildren is a great delight, watching 

the grandchildren growing up and thanking God for their 

delightful but very different personalities!! 

It’s wonderful just being able to wake up in the morning, see 

the sunshine and go out for the day.  It’s much more fun 

when it’s not planned.  Leisure time is so important.  Don’t 

waste it. Fill it with lovely and wonderful creative things and 

thank God daily for it. 

Tricia Emmett 
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REGULAR SERVICES 

St James the Great, Birstall 

Sunday  

8am Holy Communion (said) 

10am All Together Service (1st Sunday) 

10am Parish Communion (other Sundays) 

10am Sunday School  

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

9am Morning Prayer 

 

Thursday 

9.30am Holy Communion  

 

Our Lady & St  Nicholas. Wanlip 

Sunday 

6pm     Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 

6pm Book of Common Prayer Evensong  (2nd, 3rd, 4th) 
6pm     Alternative service (5th Sunday) 

 

St James Church is open every Saturday morning 

from 10am – 12 noon.  Please take the opportunity 

to come in and look round at its very varied 

history, and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea. 

http://www.watton.org/clipart/church/church103.gif
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SOCIAL EVENTS FOR 2016 

AUGUST 

Wed. 17th          9.30am Coach Trip  to Newark  

Monday 29th  12.00-4pm St James Summer Fayre  

 

SEPTEMBER     

Saturday 24th    9am  Monday Group Coffee Morning at St James 

 

OCTOBER 

Saturday 1st:     Glenfield Ladies Co-Operative Choir at  

    Wanlip.  

Friday 14th   7pm  Film Night at St James 

 

NOVEMBER   

Sunday 20th        2.30 pm    Quiz Afternoon with Cream Tea in Birstall 

    Village Hall 

DECEMBER 

Saturday  3rd   St Nicholas Fayre at Wanlip Community Hall  

  
For further details see the notice sheet, website www.birstall.org or contact  

Gill Pope on 0116 2675086 or Sandra Robinson on 0116 2677238 

 

The Parish of Birstall and Wanlip  

Summer Fun Family Events 
 

Wednesday 27th July 11am - 4pm  (Free admission, Crafts £2.50) 

Teddy Bears Picnic, Stories & Crafts at Belgrave Hall. Meet 10.30am at  

St James 

 

Sunday 14th August  12 - 5pm  (Free admission) 

Monsters &  Fearless Foxes, a visit to New Walk Museum.  Leave  

St James after Sunday School. 

 

For further information contact Rose Parrott on 0116 2674755 
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St James Monday Group Charity of the Year 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Coley from Medical Detection Dogs, came to talk to St James 

Monday Group about the work of the charity, their research and some 

of their success stories. The group was so impressed that it was decided 

to adopt Medical Detection Dogs as its charity for 2016/17.  

 

Medical Detection Dogs is a charity dedicated to training dogs in the 

recognition of human disease by odour. It is at the forefront of the 

research into the fight against cancer and helping people with life-

threatening diseases. 

 

The charity has two significant areas of work.  

 

Cancer Detection dogs are trained to find the odour of diseases, such as 

cancer, in samples such as urine, breath and swabs. Because dogs are 

able to detect tiny odour concentrations, around one part per trillion 

(the equivalent of one teaspoon of sugar in two Olympic sized swimming 

pools), they are potentially able to detect diseases, such as cancer, much 

earlier than is currently possible. The charity have on-going studies to 

detect Prostrate and Breast cancer and have just received a grant to find 

a way of detecting malaria that is non-invasive and can test a large 

number of samples at a time. Their pioneering work could help to speed 

up the diagnosis process and impact on thousands of lives 

 

Medical Alert Assistance dogs are trained to detect minute changes in an 
individual’s personal odour triggered by their disease and alert them to 

an impending medical event.  These include blood sugar detection dogs 

for people living with unstable Type I diabetes who receive no warning 
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of dangerously low blood sugar. If left untreated this can result in coma,  

seizure and hospitalisation. In addition they train dogs for clients with 

life threatening Addison’s disease, narcolepsy, and have trained the 

world’s first nut detection dog for someone with a serious allergy.  

 

The long term aim is to assist scientists through their research into the 

development of electronic systems (E noses) that will assist in the early 

detection of cancer through cheap non-invasive tests.  However, in the 

short term, their cancer dogs could provide additional testing for 

cancers that are currently difficult to diagnose reliably, such as prostate 

cancer. 

 

The charity receives no Government funding for the work they do and 

rely entirely on the generosity of donations from trusts and the public.  

So far St James Monday Group has raised approx. £2700, including 
money from a supper hosted by Sheila Harrison, a Silent Auction, and 

donations.  This is a wonderful effort and there are still several months 

to go. Thank you to all who have contributed. 

 

Drawing a picture of Jesus 

A kindergarten teacher was walking around her 
classroom while her students drew pictures. One little 
girl was scribbling so intently that the teacher asked 
what she was drawing. The little girl replied, “I’m 
drawing a picture of Jesus.” The teacher said, “Oh 
honey, nobody really knows for sure what Jesus 
looked like.” The little girl, without missing a beat, 
responded, “They will in a minute.” 
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Old Nick’s Church and Community Centre  

Coffee Shop 
The coffee shop continues to go from strength to strength.  

We also open up the church for anyone to have a look 
round or a quiet time by themselves. At 11.00am we have 

a short Taize style reflection for anyone interested. 
 

The Coffee Shop is held on the third Tuesday of every month,  

10.00am – 12.30pm. Hope to see you soon.  
 

5th Sunday - 31st July 
A service with a difference—come along and enjoy. 

 Concert - Saturday 1st October:   

Evening concert by the Glenfield Ladies Co-Operative Choir in the 

Church.  
 

St Nicholas Christmas Fayre - Saturday 3rd December: 

We are hoping to have a hand made craft stall. If anyone has any items 

they would like to donate or any ideas please contact Julie 2677600 

 

 

SUNDAY 6TH NOVEMBER AT 3.00 PM 

ST JAMES CHURCH, BIRSTALL 

All Souls Service 
A short service of   

HYMNS/READINGS/PRAYERS AND REFLECTION  

for those who have lost a loved one recently  

or in the past. 

OPEN TO EVERYONE IN THE PARISH 

 YOU WILL BE VERY WELCOME 
 

Refreshments after the Service 
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WANLIP NEWS  

 

 

 

May Fayre 

What a successful day!  The weather, not hot 

but pleasant, brought people out to support this 
event  and enjoy a variety of stalls with home-made refreshments and a 

good chat,  A presentation was made to two members of the 

management committee, who have worked hard to secure many grants 

to see the kitchen inside and outside of the hall as we see it today.   A 

very big thank you to all who manned the stalls and those who 

supported us.  We raised the magnificent sum of £830, which included a 

generous donation.  This will be a great help towards the Hall 

refurbishment fund. 
 

Queen's Tea Party  

Members of the Wanlip congregation were invited to a tea party 

organised by the village to celebrate the Queen's birthday on Saturday 

11th June. What a lovely way to spend an afternoon drinking tea and 

sharing the food everyone lovingly provided . A great chance to meet 

new friends and make new acquaintances plus wish the Queen a happy 

birthday with a glass of fizz.  A big thank you to everyone who organised 

this event. 
 

Work Party 
The Work Party convenes every 3rd Saturday of each month from  

10 – 12.   Everyone is most welcome to come and keep the hall and 
surroundings looking spick and span.  A good chance for a chat and 

catch up. 
 

Churchyard 

Not only does the Hall need looking after, the churchyard also needs 

care and attention. It would be lovely if there was someone else to help 

out with the mowing - please see or call  John Ward (2677600). 
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LEISURE 

 

One dictionary defines 'Leisure' as 'freedom from work; free, 

unoccupied time'.  This has left me feeling more than a little 

perplexed.  Yes, so I 'get' the 'freedom from work' bit which I assume 

means paid work outside the home, but the time remaining of life 

away from that never seems to be unoccupied - far from it!  There is 

always housework, laundry, cooking, shopping, gardening and 

decorating to squash in.  There is also walking, talking and meeting up 

with friends and neighbours, attending to correspondence and 

household clerical stuff.  There is always stuff!  If you have any 'free, 

unoccupied time' there are places called Leisure Centres, but actual 

leisure is definitely not on the agenda there.  Activity is on the agenda 

- hurtling round sports halls, chucking things and hitting things, kicking 
other things and generally leaping about and getting hot and sticky, or 

swimming, which can be taken in a more leisurely fashion.  I cannot 

understand why these places are called Leisure Centres when they 

clearly are not.  Could we sue for 'misrepresentation'? 

 

I suppose the closest to leisure, as defined, would be sitting in the sun 

and having a pie and a pint at a canal-side pub, watching other people 

slogging away at lock-gates and dragging boats about, or just sitting 

and watching the birds and (at this time of year) their ducklings or 

cygnets; or watching and listening to waves on a beach or wind in the 

trees and wonderful clouds drifting across the sky.  These are 

'unoccupied' times, by definition, but are they really?  Seeing and 

having time to wonder at the life and beauty of the world around us 

and listening to the songs of birds really cannot be dismissed as being 

'unoccupied', can it? 

 

I think that this is the real leisure, and we are well-blessed to have it. 

 

Leigh 
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MY TIME AS A MEHODIST MINISTER IN BIRSTALL 
 
As I’ve sometimes confessed to my congregations, I didn’t particularly 
want to come to Birstall eight years ago.  When it’s time to move on, the 
Methodist “stationing” process allows ministers to choose 5 
appointments around the country that we would most like to move to.  
The Leicester North Circuit wasn’t on my shortlist!  But one of the joys of 
the Methodist system is the reminder that what you want, and what will 
be good for you, are sometimes two different things.  I’m delighted that I 
was invited to come and serve here.  As a family we couldn’t have 
received a more warm welcome.  And we’ve hugely enjoyed our time 
here. 
 
If I had to choose just one aspect of ministry that has characterised these 
last eight years for me, I think it would be the community side of the 
work.  Birstall is a perfectly sized community to engage with - even as it 
grows to include all the new housing on Hallam Fields and beyond.  
When I arrived, the Methodist Church was already greatly engaged 
through a variety of church-based community activities.  My role has 
been to develop these off-site as well.  Here are some of the things I will 
remember: 
 
When I bought shares in the community apple press in 2011, I thought it 
was just for one year.  Five years later we have involved 600 Year 5 
children in the hands-on production of juice from local apples as part of 
our celebration of God’s harvest. 
 
The “Wonky Donkey” seemed to be the element people latched onto 
when the Community Posada made its way around the village in 
December 2012.  Mary, Joseph and the wonky donkey sought sanctuary 
in local businesses, schools, churches and with a variety of community 
groups.  As they went they reminded people of the true “reason for the 
season” and linked different parts of village life together.  The Facebook 
record of their journey still receives regular traffic (“Birstall Posada 
2012”) and I like to hope that it brings a smile to faces as we remember 

15 

 

 
 

ST JAMES'  

SUMMER FAYRE 
 

Monday 29 August from 12 noon to 4pm 
at St James the Great Church, 
on the lawn and in the church,  

Church Hill, Birstall 
 

Stalls, Games, Tea and Cakes, Hot Dogs, 
Competitions, Entertainment, Bouncy Castle, 

Craft Activities, Raffle and more. 
 

For details about competitions and competition rules, 
please visit the Church Website:  

www.birstall.org/events 
 

Entry 50p for adults 
 

Proceeds towards Air Ambulance and the Church 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU 
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CREATIVE  
 

Curled up in a ball. 

Reflecting on things. 

Expressing what you feel. 

Artistry of all kinds. 

Thinking deeply about life. 

Ideas, ideas, ideas, keep coming.. 

Voyaging on a journey. 

Emerging in a new position….. 

What would you put against the letters, try it…… 

 

LEISURE 
 

Letting go to make space 

Emerging like a chrysalis 

Imagining 

Sensing and smelling 

U – being who you are. 

Researching new or old things. 

Exploring the unknown… 

 

Enjoy being Creative, it’s like travel, taking you on an amazing 

journey……. 
 

Rose Parrott 
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2012”) and I like to hope that it brings a smile to faces as we remember 
the fun that was had. 
 
The Birstall Big Yard Sale was an example where other people took the 
initiative and the church joined in.  My contribution was making music 
videos recording the event.  It was great fun!  When I miss Birstall, it’s 
these I will play to remind me of what a brilliant community our 
churches are part of. 
 
Finally, the Giant Puppets exceeded all our wildest expectations.  It was 
a particular joy that this project was truly ecumenical.  And it reminds 
me that amazing things can happen when just a few people with a little 
bit of money and a big vision simply trust in the Spirit and get started on 
something.  The way our young people were able to contribute to 
“Leicester @ the Cross” this Good Friday in front of a crowd of 
thousands was the most wonderful finale I could ever have hoped for. 
 
Eight years ago we knew no-one here.  Now we feel so at home - it will 
be really hard to leave.  And we’ll be starting from scratch again in 
Wolverhampton.  But the advantage is that the experience will call us to 
actively trust in God as we move to pastures new.  It will exercise our 
faith - but as runners, we know that exercise makes you stronger!   
 

Rachel Parkinson 
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St. James (and friends) Parish 

Holiday to Durham June 2016 

The destination for the parish holiday 

this year was Durham for a five day 

break. As I gathered on the Thursday 

morning along with 40 other happy souls 

I felt privileged to be invited to go along. 

I love the North East of England and 

was not disappointed!  

We left Birstall and stopped at the picturesque North Yorkshire 

town of Knaresborough for a leisurely lunch. There was sufficient 

time to discover the castle ruins and take in the superb view of the 

River Nidd from the castle mound. We continued our journey to 

Durham to stay at the Marriott Royal County Hotel, close to the Old 

Elvet Bridge. Superb accommodation and excellent service awaited 

us. 

Friday was spent at Beamish, a most interesting visit that flew by 

far too quickly. I felt as if I had stepped back in time, travelling on 

trams, old buses and a replica of the original Puffing Billy 

locomotive. Shopping in the town was a leisurely stroll through 

memory lane and we were even allowed to visit the bank vaults 

and the Masonic Hall.  A few brave souls visited the pit village and 

decided to go underground in the mine. 

Saturday was free for us to do as we wished and I was able to 

discover the delights of Durham at my own pace. I managed visits 

to the Cathedral, the Museum and a guided tour of the Castle. 

Durham Cathedral is magnificent and the day was made even 

more special by the presence of Terry Waite CBE who was at the 

Cathedral to preach at the Durham Chorister School’s 600
th
 

Anniversary Thanksgiving Service. Durham is a vibrant, university  

 

 

13 

city standing on the banks of the River Wear, with student balls 

and fireworks at this time of year. 

On Sunday we had a trip to Crook Hall Gardens, a fascinating 

mixture of Medieval, Jacobean and Georgian architecture, with its 

own White Lady ghost! The gardens surrounding the manor 

house are colourful and the heady perfume from some of the old 

roses was exquisite. There were ducklings on the pond and even 

a well-established maze that proved quite daunting to some of us. 

The end of our holiday came far too quickly, but again we stopped 

en route for lunch. This time it was at Ripon where we had 

enough time to see the lovely Cathedral and also have a light 

lunch at The Wakeman’s House Tea Shop in the Market Place. 

The food was delicious and the history attached to the place was 

interesting. The Wakeman was responsible for law and order in 

the community and blew a horn for curfew each evening at 9pm. If 

anyone was robbed, the Wakeman reimbursed the victim and 

then sought out the perpetrator!  

A huge thank you goes to Sandra and Lesley for organising yet 

another wonderful holiday for us all to enjoy. 

Valerie Skeffington 

50 YEARS A RINGER 

 

Congratulations to Kathryn Mobbs who 
has now been ringing for 50 years. She 
learnt to ring in 1966 at St. Peter’s, Mountsorrel before 
moving to ring at Rothley. In 1977 she married Clive 
and joined the band at Birstall where she has rung 
ever since.  

 


