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YOUR VISITOR IS 

Name ……………………………………………... 

Address …………………………………………... 

Tel No ……………………………………………. 
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PARISH DIARY  

DECEMBER 2015 - MARCH 2016 
 

NOVEMBER 
Sunday 29th     6pm     Advent Service   Wanlip 
 

DECEMBER 
Sunday 6th        10am     Christingle All Together  St James 

           6th        6pm         Patronal Festival for St Nicholas Wanlip 
 
 

DETAILS OF ALL OUR  CAROL AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 14/15 
 

Wed. 31st          11.30pm   New Year’s Eve Watch Service Wanlip 
 

JANUARY 
Sunday 3rd        10am     All Together Service   St James 

Sunday 31st  6pm     5th Sunday Service - Candlemas Wanlip 
 
 

FEBRUARY  

Sunday 7th       10am      ATC Sunday All Together  St James 

  6pm     Candlemas Communion  Wanlip 

Wed. 10th        9.30am     Ash Wednesday service  Wanlip  

  7.30pm     Ash Wednesday service  St James 
 

MARCH 
Sunday 6th       10am      Mothering Sunday All Together  St James 

Sunday 20th  10am     Palm Sunday Communion  St James 

  6pm     Palm Sunday    Wanlip 

Monday 21st 7.30pm     Holy Week Meditations  St James 

Tuesday 22nd 7.30pm     Holy Week Meditations  St James 

Wed. 23rd 7.30pm     Holy Week Meditations  St James 

Thursday 24th 7.30pm     Maundy Thursday   St James 

Friday 25th 2pm     Good Friday The Last Hour  St James 

Sunday 27th 6am     Easter Day Vigil   Wanlip 

  7am     Easter Day Communion  Wanlip 

  10am     Easter Day Service   St James 

  6pm     Easter Day Evensong   Wanlip 

 

 

 

 

For further information please see church information sheets and/or  

website www.birstall.org. 

Details of our regular services can be found on page  23 
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Clergy:  

                 Rector:       Rev’d Vince Jupp, 251 Birstall Road                              2674517 

        Email: vincejupp@btinternet.com                   Mob: 07840 855030 

                 Curate:       Rev’d Anne Crosby, 9 Beaumont Leys Lane,        07946 178087 

                      Email:  anne@crosbytextiles.co.uk 

           

Hon Assistant       Rev’d Sheila Skidmore, 15 School Lane  2673318 

Priests:                     Rev’d Kerry Emmett, 1 Chamberlains Field  3194736 

 

Churchwardens:       Mr Tony Bloxam, 17 Sandgate Avenue  2675381 

        Mrs Mary Bruce, 420 Loughborough Road  2675154 

                     Mr John Ward, 28 Walker Road   2677600 

        Mrs  Debbie Shephard,  41 Roman  Road  2672630 

 

Licensed        Mr Peter Chester, 12 Oakfield Avenue  2120236 

Readers:       Mrs Lesley Walton, 16 The Crossways  2674995 

        Mrs Tricia Emmett , 1 Chamberlains Field  3194736 

 

Pastoral        Mrs Doreen Wilson, 13 Poplar Avenue  2674680 
Assistants:       Miss Sandra Robinson, 7 Lambourne Road  2677238 

              Mrs Gill Pope, 26 Blenheim Road   2675086 

 

Church Office       Mrs Sally Dewsbury, Church Office, Church Hill 2671797 

Administrator:       Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 

 

PCC Secretary:       Mrs Sharon March, Church Office, Church Hill 2671797 

        Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 

       

Treasurer:       Mrs Nicki Wills, Church Office, Church Hill  2671797 

        Email: stjames.birstall@btconnect.com 

 

Captain of bells:        Mr Clive Mobbs, 30 Wanlip Avenue  2677156 

        Practice night—Thursday at 7.30pm 

 

Parish Organist       Currently vacant 

& Choirmaster           

 

Wanlip Church         Mr John Ward, 28 Walker Road   2677600 

Hall Bookings: 

   

   

   

THE PARISH OF BIRSTALL  AND WANLIP 

Opinions expressed  in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of  

St James, Birstall and Our Lady and St Nicholas, Wanlip 
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REGULAR EVENTS  

AND GROUPS 
 

 

 

Weekly  
Monday      1.30pm   Tiny Tots  (Village Hall) 

(Term Time)     Contact Marion Tegg  0116 2673817 

 

Thursday    7.30-9.00pm   Bell ringing practice (St James) 
      Contact Clive Mobbs  0116 2677156 
 

Saturday    10-12 noon     St James Church open 

      Tea and coffee available 

In the month 

 
2nd Monday    7.30pm   Monday Group (Day Centre) 
      Contact Jane Scott  0116 2673761 

 

4th Monday    10.15am   Mothers’ Union  (St James) 
      Contact Helen Tarry 0116 2677493 

       or Betty Howard 0116 2207405 
 

2nd Tuesday    10.30am   Contemplative Prayer  (76 Sibson Rd) 
       Contact Noreen Talbot  0116 2672756 
 

3rd Tuesday     10-12 noon   Old Nick’s Coffee Shop 
      At Wanlip Church and Community Centre,  

 

1st & 3rd Friday    7.30pm   Gospel Choir  (St James) 
      Contact Sharon March 0116 2103591 
 

1st Sunday      7.45pm   Men’s Group  (Royal British Legion) 

Bi-monthly     Contact Bert Tegg  0116 2673817 

  

Monday  Morning    St James Wanderers (approx. 4 miles) 

Monthly     Contact Lesley Walton  0116 2674995 

 

Bi-monthly     St James Striders (approx. 8 miles) 
      Contact Gill Pope  0116 2675086 
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Welcome to the December edition of Link. After the last issue 

considering Making Life Balance, we now consider Moving On.  

 

Thank you to all those who have given us contributions.  There were so 
many we have kept some back for the next issue.  Keep them coming!! 

We are always pleased to receive items from you. Articles, poems, 

reviews, quizzes are most welcome.  Items for the next issue are 

required by mid-February. Please email to gillianpope@yahoo.co.uk, 

give to Gill Pope or Noreen Talbot or put in the box at back of church. 

 

If you do not normally receive a copy of Link and would like to be put 

on our mailing list, please contact Noreen Talbot on 2672756. 

 

Moving On 
We’re all on a journey, moving on somewhere.  

Although Dr Who might disagree, there is no 

time travel and we haven’t yet got the future, and 

- as it’s impossible to truly stand still in time – 

we’re always moving on by default, but where to?  

Well before you pack your bags and head for a 

transport hub, I guess I’m wondering where you 

are in your faith journey.  How are you moving on in understanding 

your belief in Christ’s teaching?  Are you moving on in your 

understanding of how God is calling you to live out your faith?  Are 

you discovering who you are in relationship to Christ?   

 

The church is moving on, looking outwards as well as inwards; 

pioneering new ways of being church in order to encourage individuals 

to come nearer to God.  Individuals within the church family are also 

moving on in their journey of faith as they engage with these new 

ways of being and we hope to encourage people we have never met 

to do the same.    
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Our Pioneering church - Nearer - is offering people new ways to 

worship, study, and share together. They are showing how it is possible 

to live together as Christians and support each other as members 

discover new truths, experience epiphanies of faith and see ahead to 

where they might move on to in their own journeys. The new time of 

3:30pm on a Sunday afternoon on the second Sunday of the month will 

give everyone a chance to come along and maybe even to think of whom 

they might invite along; people they know who need to draw nearer to 

God in Christ.  

 

We are like the disciples following Jesus after dropping our nets or like 

the men on the road to Emmaus; curious travellers seeking to grow in 

wisdom, faith and ultimately in living a life of peace.  We know there are 

many people out there who need to draw nearer to God and move on in 

their lives and you know who they are too: people who would really 
benefit from feeling the love of Christ in their lives.  Can you see yourself 

inviting them along to a service/meeting that they might be able to move 

on in their journey?  

 

This Advent as we prepare the way of the Lord and look forward to 

Christmas and his arrival as the Christ-child are you going to take the 

opportunity to move on in your faith?  What might you do?   

 

Ten members of the church have been on a Mission Shaped Ministry 

course for some months now and will continue to study on this course 

into 2016.  They will be looking regularly at their callings and ministries 

and how they might have changed or moved on over the course.  Two 

members of the church have started the diocesan ‘Journey into Faith’ 

course; an academic pre-requisite to considering vocations in the church, 

and still others are joining the Autumn ‘Acts’ study course.  God is a 

dynamic, creative, provider of inspiration and revelation and he 

continuously calls us to discern just what it is he is saying to us every day 

of our lives, that we might respond with enthusiasm and courage to his 

call to be fully ourselves just as he intended us to be. 

What is he saying to you?  

What would you like to know more about? 

Where are you in your faith journey and understanding of scripture? 
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FROM THE REGISTER 

July - October 2015 
 

 

Baptisms 

 

16th August   Lacey Varnam   St James 

16th August  Silas Wilkins    St James 

13th September  Rafe Audas   St James 

13th September  Archie Wilmott   St James 

24th October  Elana Huntington   Our Lady & St Nicholas 

 

 

Marriages 

 

11th July    John Booles & Maria Godfrey  St James 

1st August  Gavin Childs & Donna Young St James 

8th August  Dean Telford & Johanna Harrison St James 

14th August  Ryan Farrell & Bianca Greenfield St James 

5th September  James Easter & Angharad Greaves Our Lady & St Nicholas 

10th October  Christian Cain  & Kelly Treadaway St James 

 

 

Funerals 

 

1st September  Florrie Coombs  St James 
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A picture to colour 
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CHRISTMAS STARTS WITH  

CHRISTINGLE 
AT ST JAMES CHURCH, BIRSTALL 

SUNDAY 6TH DECEMBER,  10AM 
 

The world is spinning on its axis and the universe is moving constantly. 

There is no standing still, there is only ‘moving on’.  So where are you 

moving on to?  How can we help you on the way? 

Let me know. 

Blessings for Advent and Christmastide 

Vince 

 

 



6 

Moving On 
 

Christmas is full of people moving on, both in the Bible stories and still 

to-day.  To be with our families and friends many of us have to travel, 

even across the Channel and international boundaries.  I had 11 
Christmases in Hong Kong, 1 in Macao, 3 in Rome, besides Bristol, 

Wimbledon, Roehampton Crouch End and Birstall.  But how tedious 

and exhausting our journeys can be. Moving on can also be a struggle. 
 

Mary, unexpectedly pregnant with Jesus, 

travelled all the way to see her elderly cousin 

Elizabeth, also unexpectedly pregnant, way 

beyond what was then considered past child-

bearing age.  Dangers on the road meant she 

would have had to travel with a caravan of 
other travellers on dusty, rocky tracks;  

camping by night,   but oh! Such joy when the 

two cousins met, Elizabeth’s baby suddenly 

moving in the womb – such excitement and 

love. 
 

Mary stayed for months, helping her cousin, sharing life and presumably 

avoiding the gossiping neighbours in her home village.  Then there were 

others moving on;  she and Joseph travelling to Bethlehem for the 

Census; shepherds called from the hillside to visit the newborn, Jesus;  
wise men from the east looking for a new king; and later, Joseph fleeing 

with his family, like today’s refugees, to escape the death of their child.  

They fled into the Negev desert (then called Lower Egypt). 
 

And we, are we moving on, or are we stuck?  Stuck at the level of our 

early years.  Stuck at our last faith event such as confirmation or Lent?  

As tiny children we may have been taught by our parents to pray 

“begging letter” prayers;  do you remember something like, “God bless 

Mummy, God bless Daddy, Ann and John (Siblings), Grandma, Auntie 

Jane, Sally (the dog), Billy Bones (the budgerigar) and God bless me.”  In 

church on Sundays, this is expanded into “Intercessions” but have we, 
you and I, moved on into a strong relationship with God? Do we really 
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REGULAR SERVICES 

St James the Great, Birstall 

Sunday  

8am Holy Communion (said) 

10am All Together Service (1st Sunday) 

10am Parish Communion (other Sundays) 

10am Sunday School  

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

9am Morning Prayer 

 

Thursday 

9.30am Holy Communion  

 

Our Lady & St  Nicholas. Wanlip 

Sunday 

6pm     Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 

6pm Book of Common Prayer Evensong  (2nd,3rd,4th) 
6pm     Alternative service (5th Sunday) 

 

St James Church is open every Saturday morning 

from 10am – 12 noon.  Please take the opportunity 

to come in and look round at its very varied 

features and history,  sit quietly in the church, 

enjoy a cup of coffee or tea. 

http://www.watton.org/clipart/church/church103.gif
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MONDAY GROUP CHRISTMAS EVENT 
 

Afternoon Tea in St James’ social area on  

Saturday 12th December 2.30pm to 4.30pm  
 

There will be a Christmas themed bring and buy stall, surprise 

Christmas presents and a raffle.     

 

Please come and support the Alzheimer’s Society. 

 

Singing for Fun Concert 

St James the Great Birstall 

Friday 11th December at 7.30pm 
 

Singing for Fun invites you to Raise the Roof for the 

Children’s Society and Church funds with them in 

another family-friendly hour of seasonal fun at St James 

the Great on Friday 11th December at 7.30pm. 

There will be the usual happy mix of much-loved songs 

with plenty of carols and seasonal songs. AND we love 

you to join in!  FREE entry with a retiring bucket 

collection.  
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just talk to God;  thanks, complaints, wistful hopes, humble admissions of 

things we regret and just listening to what God puts into our minds or 

hearts; waiting quietly like Mary, Joseph and Zechariah, to what God 

wants us to notice, to try, to do for God. 

Is God calling you to move on?  Who is God calling now to be our new 

musician, choir members?  Who is God calling to move on in ministry:  

priest, lay minister, pastoral carer, youth worker, worship assistant, 

children’s worker, hospital or prison visitor, Samaritans or Citizens’ 

Advice worker, Messy Church helper, bereavement visitor, debt advisor, 

charity worker, Christian counsellor or street pastor?  There are so 

many ways to move on.  
 

Or are you being called to explore new ways of worship, a deeper 

prayer life or to share your life in Community?  You don’t need to 

become a monk, a nun, a friar or a sister;  many Orders provide a 

disciplined life as oblates, tertiaries, seculars or companions while 

remaining a lay person going about their normal daily life;  men, women, 

married, single, ordained or lay.  You could begin by praying for the five 

local people exploring such a calling and for the one who has taken first 

vows at the Cathedral as a solitary celibate, our two new Missioners and 

those who already live in our midst following such a life unnoticed. 
 

Anyone can commit privately to the 5 Pillars of Monasticism:  Prayer and 

Silence; Study and Work, and the Balance between them.  Why not talk 

to one of our priests? 
 

We are all, each in our unique way, called to move on this Christmas as 

Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and the wise men did.  Which way is God 

calling us? 

Noreen Talbot 
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A Fresh Expression of church… What’s that?   
 

1    ‘Doing Mission in a Fresh Expression’: 

 

I remember reading a book by Douglas Adams in which he described flying as; 

“throwing yourself at the ground and missing”. 
 

This brilliant and amusing description somehow seems to make the very 

difficult act of flying more achievable. I think we need a similar approach when 

we talk about Mission. Mission can seem impossibly difficult because we know 

that it is only by a miracle of grace that anyone ever comes to Christ; 
 

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them” (John 6:44) 
 

So every time we sit in church we are sat next to a real-live miracle of grace - 

perhaps this is something we should get more excited about! 
 

But knowing that mission is dependent upon such miracles can make it seem 

like an impossibly difficult task - how can we possibly make a miracle?!   I came 

upon a phrase over the past few weeks (I can’t remember where - a senior 

moment!) that somehow makes the business of mission seem more achievable. 

The phrase is this; 
 

Mission is about praying until the Holy Spirit starts to move,  

and then trying not to fall off. 
 

I found this helpful and encouraging.  
 

If I’m honest the NEARER project often seems like an impossible thing - How 

can we find ways to meet unchurched people? How can we introduce them to 

Jesus?  How can we accompany those who respond in their new-found faith?  

It’s all impossibility stacked upon impossibility, for each step in the process 

depends entirely upon a miraculous act of God in a person’s heart. 
 

I found the above phrase really helpful; as it encourages us to step back and to 

remember that ALL of this is God’s work, not ours. Our contribution is simply 

to pray until we see God start to work, and then to go and stand beside what 

He is doing. 
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Old Nicks Coffee Shop 

 

 

The Coffee Shop continues to go from strength to strength showing that 

there is a real need for this type of event. Why not come along and see for 

yourselves, have a drink and a cake, make new friends or catch up with old 

ones. We meet in the Hall on the third Tuesday of every month 10.00am to 

12.30pm. 

 

Running parallel to the Coffee Shop on the third Tuesday of the month Gill 

and Peter Chester are organising a short service of song and reflection which 

we have called, for now at least, “Refreshment with a Difference”. 

 

 

Special Services at Our Lady & St Nicholas for Advent and Christmas 

 

Sunday 29th November at 6.00pm  -    Advent Carol Service 
 

Sunday 13th December at 6.00pm -    Carol Service followed by  

         refreshments in the Hall 
 

Monday 14th December at 6.00pm -    Informal Carol Service followed by  

        refreshments in the Hall 
 

Christmas Day 9.00am   -    Holy Communion 
 

Thursday 31st December at 11.30pm -    Watchnight Service 
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WANLIP NEWS 

Church & Community Centre 

 

As we hope you have all noticed the refurbishment works to the kitchen have 

been completed, but not only have we to finish raising funds to pay for the 

works (because of unforeseen additional works we overspent on our budget!) 

we also have to equip the kitchen with new crockery etc. With this in mind 

we have produced a ‘Wedding List’ of items we would like to purchase 

(copies of the list are in both our Parish churches. If you would like to make a 

contribution towards any item please speak to either Debbie or John. 

(Telephone 0116 2672630 or 0116 2677600) 

 

St Nicholas Fayre and Concert 

 

The annual St Nicholas Christmas Fayre will take place on Saturday 5th 

December in the Hall at Wanlip 11.30 am – 2.00pm. Note that this is a 

change to the times advertised in the last ‘Link’ letter. As well as the usual 

stalls and raffle hot soup will be available over lunch time.  

 

In the evening there will be a concert in the church by the Glenfield Ladies 

Co-operative Choir starting at 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50 including refreshments. 

If you would like tickets please contact Debbie Shepphard (Telephone 0116 

2672630) 

The proceeds of both events will go towards the ongoing Hall refurbishment. 

 

St Nicholas Day 

 

This year St Nicholas Falls on a Sunday so we shall be celebrating our Patronal 

Festival at our service of Holy Communion on the 6th December at 6.00pm. 
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Jesus gave them this answer: ‘Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself;  

he can do only what he sees his Father doing,  

because whatever the Father does the Son also does.  

For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. (John 5:19-20) 
 

Through our prayers we have the honour and privilege of releasing and 

directing the activity of God in peoples’ lives, and as we see Him start to act, 

we simply go and stand beside what He is doing. 
 

William Cowper, the 18th Century poet and hymn writer wrote:  

“Satan trembles when he sees the weakest Christian on his knees.” 
 

So why don’t you join with the NEARER group and “pray until the Holy Spirit 

starts to move, and then try not to fall off”! 

 

2.    ‘Exploring NEARER, the first Birstall and Wanlip Fresh 

Expression’: 
 

My wife Sharon and I are of one mind about a key principle of Christian ministry 

- that all true ministry flows out of community. And so, since February, we have 

been praying, sharing our vision, watching and waiting for God to draw a group 

of people together in order to advance the project. 
 

We now have a Core Team of around a dozen people, each of whom senses 

the call of God to commit to working with us. In recent months we have spent 

time together, both in social and spiritual formats, seeking through these times 

of simple sharing to develop the relationships that will be necessary for us if we 

are to minister together. 
 

We have spent a lot of our time together praying - we spent a month using a 

Celtic prayer cycle, a month praying for friends and neighbours and, most 

recently, a month ‘Praying in Strangers’. 

 
 

Continued…. 
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On Sunday 12 October, the group made what felt like a significant move as we 

re-located our monthly Sunday event to Wanlip Community Hall, where will 

now meet on the second Sunday of every month, and at a later time slot of 

15:30-17:00.  This event is designed to ‘make a space’ where (ideally 

unchurched) people can encounter God and explore the Christian message in 

an informal setting and through a variety of different activities.  
 

This first event had us exploring the theme of ‘New Beginnings’ and thinking 

about where we might find God in them. We explored this using a game of 

Snakes & Ladders, an activity using ‘Scrabble’ tiles, a colouring-in activity, a 

video-meditation, a guided meditation on Scripture and burning leaves - I’ll 

leave your imaginations to try and work out how those different activities 

explored our theme! 
 

This was just a gentle start and we hope that the invitations we have given out 

to friends and neighbours will be responded to in the coming months. Indeed, if 

anyone reading this has friends, neighbours or family members who feel that 

traditional church is ‘not for them’ and who might find the NEARER style more 

to their taste, you are very welcome to bring them along! We will be meeting 

every second Sunday of the month. 
 

NEARER also meets every Wednesday evening (19:00-20:30) in our home (22 

Oakfield Avenue). These times are designed for those who would self-identify 

as Christian and who want to go deeper with God. We meet around God’s 

word and try to discover what it says, how to apply its message to our daily 

lives, and to support each other in prayer. This is also the time when we pray 

about and plan future NEARER events. 
 

Over the coming months we will be waiting to see in what other ways we 

sense God inviting us to be a part of what He is doing. But I have a feeling that 

prayer will be at the centre of everything. I was recently reminded of the 

following verse from the BIble; 
 

So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered,  

and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. 

 As long as Moses held up his hands (in prayer), the Israelites were winning,  

but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. (Exodus 17:10-11) 
 

This verse is a powerful reminder of the counter-intuitive reality that the 

struggle of God’s people is advanced not so much through our own efforts as 

through our prayers. 
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Others were driven into town.  We had intended to have fish and chips 
here, having been recommended the best restaurant in town but after a 
full English and a three course meal to look forward to, decided to be 
sensible, which was just as well as fish and chips were on the menu that 
evening and very good they were too. 
 
The community room was used in the evenings for a quiz, an excellent 
local choir, a beetle drive and at the beginning and end of each day a 
service led by Lesley and Sandra. 
 
Friday came around far too quickly and we set off home after a good 
Yorkshire lunch. 
 
We had had a great time and made some more friends in the village 
who took care to Include us in all the activities.  They have been to 
Cober Hill four or five times before but here’s hoping they go again 
when we may even walk the coastal path! 
 
Margaret Collins and Dorothy Bond    
 

A TRIBUTE TO THE QUEEN 
 

On the 9th  September, we were pleased to  join with over 70  other 

churches in the county to ring a tribute to the Queen.  The bells at St 

James were rung at 6pm and those at Our Lady and St Nicholas at 
6.30pm  
 

This was as a response to a request from Lady Gretton HM Lord-

Lieutenant, to mark the day when the Queen became our longest 

serving monarch.  
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St. James (and friends)  

Parish Holiday to Cober Hill 
July 2015 

 

Dorothy and I were asked to write an 
account of the recent St. James parish holiday from the viewpoint of non
-members of the Church.  We had friends who attended the Church and 
having lived in the village for more than forty years knew we would know 
many more by sight.  That was the case and we had a great week 
getting to know them more. 
 
We set off on a very wet Monday morning the forecast not being much 
better for the next few days, but how wrong they were.  We had sunny 
and warm weather for most of the week. 
 
Cober Hill, our hotel between Scarborough and Whitby, was excellent.  
We were in the Annexe with our own lounge, kitchen for tea and coffee 
at anytime and a room for evening get-togethers.  Food we thought was 
some of the best we have had.  Three meals a day which included a 
packed lunch when out on trips or lunch in the hotel if you wanted a 
leisurely day.  The grounds were beautiful and there was a short walk to 
the cliff top from where you could walk into Scarborough.  Maybe next 
time! 
 
The first trip was to Pickering, a lovely market town, where after a look 
round we should have boarded the steam train to Goathland, but 
unfortunately it had broken down so we had to use the ordinary one 
instead.  The village of Goathland was the setting for the television 
series Heartbeat, so was a bit over the top with memorabilia in all the 
shops, but the setting on the moors was quaint with the sheep 
wandering everywhere. 
 
Day two was a free day and we chose to visit Scarborough on a lovely 
sunny day.  Perhaps not everybody’s cup of tea, but we had a bracing 
walk from North Bay to South Bay and then hit the shops! 
 
Day three was to Whitby and again the sun shone as we drove across 
the North York Moors National Park.  Here the coach dropped off some 
people at the Abbey to walk into Whitby and some to walk the coastal 
path to Robin Hoods Bay where we picked them up later in the day.  
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As we left our prayer time this morning someone made the remark, “Half an 

hour just isn’t long enough, is it?”  When you hear people saying things like 

that you absolutely know that God is at work! 

 

 

3    ‘Pioneer ministers licensed to the NEARER Fresh Expression’: 

 

Saturday 10th October was a very special day for Sharon and I as we were 

licensed as Pioneer Ministers to the NEARER Fresh Expression. We were 

pleased for ourselves - who doesn’t appreciate it when someone affirms 

God’s call upon your life?! We were also very moved that so many people 

from the parish came to support us and to express their congratulations in 

hugs, handshakes and cards. 
 

This feels like a very significant time for us; having been licensed by the Bishop 

in October, we will be received into the Anglican Church through 

Confirmation in November! Both of which have come as rather a surprise! 
 

However, putting aside any personal feelings, we also pleased at a much 

deeper level. We are pleased because in the licensing of Pioneers we see a 

real-life, concrete example of the structures and liturgy of the church 

changing and evolving in order to respond to what the Holy Spirit is doing.  
 

God seems to be raising up a movement of Pioneers - people who want to 

find new, culturally-appropriate ways of announcing the unchanging message 

of Jesus and of calling people to respond to that message in radical, whole-life 

discipleship.  
 

This is a fantastically exciting phenomenon and to see the Diocese of 

Leicester at the forefront of this activity, with its cohort of Pioneers and 

Pioneer Development Workers, is wonderful! 
 

New training courses are being imagined and trialled, new support structures 

are being developed, new forms of missional community and new ways of 

being church are being explored. It all feels rather like a wonderful adventure 

is underway!  

 

Continued…. 
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4    ‘How the Parish and Fresh Expressions fit Together’: 

 

Perhaps the greatest strength of this whole new pioneering movement is that it 

is embraced and undergirded by the parish structure. Many new movements 

have quickly fizzled out for lack of support, or exploded into chaos for lack of a 

means of oversight and control. The new concept of a multi-mode parish 

structure offers both of these to pioneering ventures. Perhaps the pioneering 

ventures will have something they can offer in return to benefit the parish; 

maybe something of their freshness, vitality, and their capacity for risk-taking?  
 

As a firmly convinced ecumenist I believe the phrase “Unity in Diversity” 

expresses something profoundly true about the nature of the Church. Our 

differences should be regarded as treasures to share, not reasons to divide. The 

NEARER group greatly values being a part of this parish and all the support, 

encouragement and prayer that we receive through this relationship. We hope 

that our group’s presence in the parish is likewise seen as a positive thing - 

perhaps something like a mischievous child, bringing alternately delight and 

exasperation! 
 

As a group NEARER has sought to express our commitment to the parish 

concretely during the month of October. As we have met to pray on Monday, 

Wednesday and Fridays mornings focussing on ‘Praying-In Strangers’, we have 

not limited our prayers to our own group. Instead we have been praying and 

asking God to bring new people into the parish as a whole and, indeed, into all 

the churches and Christian groups in Birstall & Wanlip. 
 

NEARER exists as a sub-section of the parish, the parish exists as a sub-section 

of the Anglican Church, and the Anglican Church exists as a sub-section of the 

Kingdom of God; and our primary focus is on the Kingdom. 
 

Our Father … 

May Your Kingdom come.  

 

Stephen March 

There’s no sunshine without shadows 

 

You can’t have a rainbow without  rain 

  

17 

I read in a book 

That a man called Christ 

Went about doing good. 

It is very disconcerting 

That I am so easily satisfied 

With just going about. 

 

Anon 1930’s 

What else has she done? 

At the same time as serving in the Parish of Ballajora she began serving as 

an Army Reserve Chaplain.  Then till August 2015 she served in 

Bayswater Parish.  Her Army career has been a major part of her life, 

perhaps developed from her tomboy childhood.  Her dedication to Army 

life has included perseverance activities, service in the Solomon Islands 

and abseiling. She did find that scary at first.  She says, “The Army 

stretches me, and helps me learn new things.” 
 

The Real Kate? 

Her great-uncle Philip recalls that like her mother Ann, she is a 

compassionate person. Both Ann and Kate have returned to Birstall 

several times and also travelled to Ireland to visit relatives. (The Rev. 

Robin Martin recalls one of her visits.) 
 

So: 

If anyone remembers the Slaters, especially Kate’s mother, Ann, in 

Sycamore Road, or at her first nursery or school here, be reminded that 

great careers, loving service and an adventurous life can start in the most 

hidden places.  From St. James we all send our best wishes for Kate 

Wilmot’s future service in the Church of God. 

 

Do any of you know of any other great Birstall stories? 

 

Leigh Reid & Noreen Talbot 
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BIRSTALL’S FIRST WOMAN  

BISHOP 
 
On the 6th August 2015, The Most Reverent 

Roger Herft A.M. Archbishop of Perth and 

Metropolitan of the Province of Western 

Australia consecrated the Reverend Canon 

Kate Wilmot as a Bishop in the Church of 

God at St George’s Cathedral, Perth, at the 

Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord. 
 

So, who is Kate? 

Kate Wilmot is granddaughter of George Slater, so part of an old 

Birstall/Belgrave family.  George originally lived in Beaumanor Road, off 
Abbey Lane.  His daughter, Ann, was brought up (as a young girl) at 44 

Sycamore Road, one of the many homes built by her uncle, Harry Slater;  

others were on Loughborough Road, Holt Road, Curzon Avenue and 

Birstall Road, where George and Harry’s brother Philip, still lives. They 

had 1 other brother and 3 sisters.  Now at 91 he is the last of his 

generation.   
 

Why Australia? 

After World War II, on leaving the Army, George became a newsagent, 

also providing a newspaper trolley in a local hospital.  Trade was not as 
profitable as he hoped so he moved to Australia in the 1950’s with his 

wife and daughter Ann. They settled in Perth.  Ann proved to be a 

compassionate young woman and trained as a nurse, working in the 

Flying Doctor Service.  In time she married an Irish doctor also in the 

service, and became Ann Wilmot.  It is their daughter Kate, who is now 

a Bishop. 
 

How did Kate Wilmot come to be a Bishop? 

Her great-uncle, Philip, remembers nothing about her school and college 

days that might have indicated her future career.  He does remember 
hearing that she was a tomboy, and that she was raised in the Wheat 

belt town of Clackline.  He knew when she became a priest. 
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HOMELESS 
 

Hello, my name is Michael, Michael James Page, and the 

proud owner of a Tesco shopping trolley with alloy 

wheels. 
 

I left home 12 years ago now over a family argument, 

can’t remember what about, something trivial I should 

imagine. Over them 12 years I’ve slept in hostels, train 

and bus stations, hotels, guest houses, emergency shelters, ditches, haystacks, 

shop doorways, sheds, garages, disused houses; you name it I’ve been there. 
 

Tonight I sleep in a doorway of a boarded up cottage close to the city centre. I 

pick up a discarded newspaper it is the 9th December 2000, 2 days ago it was 

my birthday I was 38 years old. I look and feel over 50 with the stresses this 

life brings.  I settle down for the cold night ahead. I put on extra clothes my 

only possessions apart from my wheels and get in my sleeping bag. It is 

unusually cold tonight and begins to snow. I cannot describe the pain the cold 

brings, firstly sleep is difficult, then your stomach tightens to a hundred knots  

then your hands and feet turn to lumps of wood and lastly your brain starts to 

slow down. I must have been here a thousand times but tonight seems 

different somehow. 
 

I start to dream about my life as a child with my family, a happy childhood but 

we were poor, many a time meals were missed, my father was always out of 

work mainly due to his drink problem and my mother had bad nerves but we 

managed as best we could. I remember the local vicar bringing food to the 

house on many occasions. He was a kind man. 
 

Funny, I’m starting to feel warm, (Michael has just died from hypothermia and a 

massive heart attack)  the bright light is hurting my eyes, strange those people 

in the distance look like my parents, can’t be can it   I cross the bridge an my 

parents greet me, another man is standing with them. Looks familiar in his 

early thirties just can’t place his face, but smiles and says welcome to my world 
 

I think I’m going to like it here. It’s nice and warm. 

 

Submitted by P Lucas 
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Christmas 2015 
at Our Lady and St Nicholas, Wanlip 

Nov 29th at 6pm  

Advent Service 
A service of light with a difference 
 

Dec 6th at 6pm 

Patronal Festival for St Nicholas 
A special service of Holy Communion celebrating our 

Patron Saint.  
 

Dec 13th at 6pm 

Readings and Carols by candlelight 
A carol service telling the story of Christmastime.  

Refreshments available after the service. 
 

Dec 14th at 6pm 

Carols around the tree   
A chance to sing your favourite carols gathered in a 

festively lit and decorated Church. 

Refreshments available after the service. 
 
 

Dec 25th at 9am 

Christmas Day service 
A service of Holy Communion to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  

 

Dec 31st at 11:30pm 

Midnight Watch Service 
Usher in the New Year with your friends at Wanlip. 
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Christmas 2015 
at St James the Great, Birstall 

Dec 6th at 10am 

Christingle All Together Service 
A favourite for all ages.  Come and 

celebrate the coming of Jesus with sweet laden oranges 

and candlelit fun.  In aid of the Children’s Society.    
 

Dec 6th at 3pm 

Scouts and Guides Carol Service 
A personally crafted service for the young people of our 

uniformed organisations and their families.  
 

Dec 16th at 7:30pm 

Carols for All 
A chance to sing all your favourite carols, hear a few 

Christmas readings/poetry and share in refreshments. 
 

Dec 24th at 4pm 

Crib Service  
One for the child within all of us. Dress up as angels, 

shepherds or kings and take part in the creation of the 

nativity scene. 
 

Dec 24th at 11:00pm 

Midnight Communion 
Celebrate Jesus’ arrival with Holy Communion 

 

 

Dec 25th at 10am 

Christmas Day service 
A short and interactive service of thanksgiving. 

 


